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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Rev. Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

  

August 23rd, 2026 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Today, we light the Christ candle—a flame of love that no darkness can overcome, a light that 

reminds us that hope still lives, even when the world feels heavy. Candle is lit. 

 

Lighting the Rainbow Candle 

We also light the rainbow candle—a sign of promise, of diversity, of sacred belonging. A 

reminder that every identity, every story, every body is held in the wide embrace of God’s love. 

Candle is lit. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

As we gather today, we acknowledge that the land on which many of us worship is the traditional 

territory of many Indigenous peoples, including the Wendat, the Anishinaabe, the 

Haudenosaunee, and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. Today, it remains home to 

many First Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples. 

May acknowledging this truth move us beyond words toward relationships rooted in 

justice, respect, and reconciliation. 

 

Opening Hymn Wherever You May Go   MV 216 

 

         Wherever you may, go, I will follow, 

and your people shall be my people too. 

Wherever you may go, I will follow, 

for I would be faithful, loyal and true. 

 

     1 Say the word and I will stay, 

         I will never go away, 

         we will travel side by side 

         and God’s love will be our guide. 
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Wherever you may, go, I will follow, 

and your people shall be my people too. 

Wherever you may go, I will follow, 

for I would be faithful, loyal and true. 

  

   2 From beginning to the end 

         I will always be your friend, 

         when you need me, I’ll be there, 

         you can trust my faithful care. 

 

Wherever you may, go, I will follow, 

and your people shall be my people too. 

Wherever you may go, I will follow, 

for I would be faithful, loyal and true. 

 

Call to Worship 

Come, all who have questions. 

We come, all who carry hope. 

Come, all who have ever wondered if there was a place for you. 

God gathers us from every nation, every culture, every story, and every walk of life. 

Here, no one is beyond the reach of God's love. 

Here, every voice matters. 

Here, every person bears the image of God. 

Come. 

Let us worship the One whose grace is always wider than we imagine. 

 

Passing the Peace 

As followers of Christ, we are called to become people who make room for one another—to 

listen deeply, to welcome generously, and to recognize God's image in every person we meet. 

The peace we share today is more than a greeting. It is a promise that we belong to one another 

as members of God's beloved community. 

If you are worshipping with others, I invite you to share a sign of Christ's peace. If you are 

worshipping on your own, receive these words as Christ's gift to you: you are welcomed, you are 

valued, and you belong. 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you! 

 

Opening Prayer 

Let us pray: 

God of surprising grace, 

Open our hearts today.     
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Give us the humility to learn, 

the courage to be changed, 

and the compassion to embrace those whom the world too often overlooks. 

As we worship, reshape our understanding of your love until it reflects the 

boundless generosity of your kingdom. 

We pray in the spirit of Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn Oh, A Song Must Rise  MV 142 

 

Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend 

Oh a song must rise once again 

Singing out God’s praises and glory, 

the faithful voices blend, 

Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend. 

  

From the mountains to the valleys, 

from the desert to the sea, 

a song must rise once again. 

From the voices of our leaders, 

the voice of you and me, 

a song must rise for the spirit to descend.  

 

Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend 

Oh a song must rise once again 

Singing out God’s praises and glory, 

the faithful voices blend, 

Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend. 

  

From poverty and riches, 

from the voice of young and old, 

a song must rise once again.  

From the free and the imprisoned, 

the timid and the bold, 

a song must rise for the spirit to descend. 

 

Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend 

Oh a song must rise once again 

Singing out God’s praises and glory, 

the faithful voices blend, 

Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend. 

  

From ev’ry house of worship, 

in ev’ry faith and tongue, 

a song must rise once again. 

From the villages and cities 
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a new song must be sung, 

a song must rise for the spirit to descend. 

 

Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend 

Oh a song must rise once again 

Singing out God’s praises and glory, 

the faithful voices blend, 

Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend. 

 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture           Matthew 15:21-28 
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; 

my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples 

came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, 

“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, 

saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 

the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 

table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you 

wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 

 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn God Says   MV 172 

 

  1  God says, “Be still so you may hear 

         the words I whisper in your ear. 

         If you will listen, you will know 

         I’m with you always where you go.” 

  

     3  God says, “Come here! I need your voice, 

         Please teach my people to rejoice. 

         In who you are, in what you do, 

         your life will show my love for you.” 

  

    4  God says, “Reach out! The world’s in need 

         and wants a word, a song, a deed. 

         I send you forth to speak, to sing, 

         to act for Christ in everything.” 

  

Sermon The Faith That Refused to Go Away  
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn              Like a Healing Stream    MV 144 

 

Like a healing stream in a barren desert, 

Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth, 

God is trickling through our lives 

as in a dream unfolding, 

promising revival and rebirth 

like a healing stream. 

  

Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden, 

Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed, 

God is bubbling through the soil 

to coax a new creation  

yearning for an end to want and need 

like a gentle rain. 

  

Like a river strong with a restless current, 

Spirit water rushing on to distant shore, 

God is carving out a channel 

in a new direction, 

calling for an end to hate and war 

like a river strong. 

  

Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons, 

Spirit water with a love both deep and wide, 

God is working in our hearts 

to shape a new tomorrow: 

God will always challenge and provide! 

Like a mighty sea, like a river strong, 

like a gentle rain, like a healing stream. 

 

Offering 

Every act of generosity widens the circle of God's love. Through our gifts, our churches become 

places where people can find belonging, compassion, justice, and hope. As we offer what we 

have today, may we remember that generosity is not only about meeting needs—it is about 

creating communities where every person knows they are welcomed and valued. 

As we bless the offerings, let us sing: 

 

Offering Hymn                             What Can I Do?     MV 191 

 

What can I do? What can I bring? 

What can I say? What can I sing? 

I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. 

I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 
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Prayers of the People  

Welcoming God, 

Your love reaches farther than we can imagine. 

Again and again, you surprise us by showing up beyond the borders we have drawn and speaking 

through voices we might have overlooked. 

Teach us to recognize your presence in those who challenge us, those who differ from us, and 

those whose experiences are unlike our own. 

Give us hearts that remain open to learning and growing. 

 

Today, we pray for all who feel as though they are standing at the edge, wondering whether there 

is room for them. 

For those who have been excluded because of their race or culture. 

For those who have been judged because of their gender, gender identity, or sexual orientation. 

For those living with disabilities who continue to encounter barriers. 

For newcomers seeking welcome in unfamiliar places. 

For those living in poverty or struggling to make ends meet. 

For anyone who has been made to feel invisible or unworthy. 

May they encounter communities that reflect your radical welcome and your unwavering love. 

 

We pray for your Church. 

When we become too comfortable with familiar ways, give us courage to grow. 

When fear tempts us to build walls, teach us instead to build longer tables. 

When we are certain we already know all the answers, grant us the humility to listen for your 

Spirit speaking through unexpected people and unexpected places. 

 

We pray for our world. 

For places marked by conflict and violence. 

For leaders making decisions that affect the lives of many. 

For communities recovering from disaster. 

For those working tirelessly for justice, reconciliation, and peace. 

Strengthen all who labour to create a world where every person is treated with dignity and 

respect. 

 

We pray for those who need your healing today. 

For those living with illness. 

For caregivers who are weary. 

For those grieving the loss of loved ones. 

For those living with anxiety, loneliness, or uncertainty about the future. 

Wrap them in your compassion and surround them with people who will walk beside them with 

gentleness and love. 

 

In the quiet of this moment, we lift before you the names and concerns that rest upon our hearts. 

Silence 

 

God of boundless mercy, 



7 
 

Continue expanding our hearts. Teach us to love more deeply than we thought possible. 

To welcome more generously than feels comfortable. To listen more carefully than we have 

before. And to trust that your kingdom is always bigger, broader, and more beautiful than we can 

imagine. 

And we join our voices in the prayer that Jesus taught to us; Divine Creator, our Holy Parent, our 

Mother and… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kin-dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

   

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn          It’s A Song of Praise to the Maker  MV 30 

 

     1  It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 

         the thrush sings high in the tree. 

         It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 

         The gray whale sings in the sea, 

  

         And by the Spirit 

         you and I can join our voice to the holy cry 

         and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 

  

     2  It’s a call of life to the Giver 

         when waves and waterfalls roar. 

         It’s a call of life to the Giver 

         when high tides break on the shore, 

         And by the Spirit 

         you and I can join our voice to the holy cry 

         and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 

  

     4  It’s the chorus of all creation; 

         it’s sung by all living things. 

         It’s the chorus of all creation; 

         a song the universe sings, 

         And by the Spirit 

         you and I can join our voice to the holy cry 

         and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
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Bread for the Journey 

Where might God be inviting you to widen the circle of your compassion or belonging this 

week? 

 

Benediction 

Go now with open hearts and open hands. Be ready to discover God's presence in unexpected 

people and unexpected places. Listen with humility. Love with courage. Welcome with 

generosity. 

 

And may the blessing of God, whose love knows no boundaries, 

the peace of Christ, who welcomes all, 

and the Spirit, who continues to widen our hearts, 

go with you today and remain with you always. 

 

Choral Response Let There be Peace on Earth 

 

Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me 

Let there be peace on earth 

The peace that was meant to be 

With God our Creator 

Family all are we 

Let us walk with each other 

In perfect harmony 

 

Let peace begin with me 

Let this be the moment now 

With every step I take 

Let this be my solemn vow 

To take each moment 

And live each moment 

In peace eternally 

Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me 

 

 

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 
 

 


