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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Mary Cannings 

  

February 9th, 2025 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Long ago, before there was a world, before there was anything, before there was day or night, 

there was God, our Creator and Source of Life and Goodness. Then God said, “Let there be 

light.” 

We light this candle to remind us of that gift of light and love.     

The candle is lit. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

We begin by acknowledging that we gather on the traditional and unceded territory of the 

Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit, and that this 

land is home to many diverse Indigenous nations.  

As we gather here at Birchcliff Bluffs United Church, we reflect on the responsibility we share in 

caring for this land, learning from its history, and working toward reconciliation. May we act 

with respect, humility, and a commitment to justice, as we strive to build a future where all 

peoples—Indigenous and non-Indigenous—can live together in harmony and respect.  

We offer our thanks for this land, its history, and the teachings it offers, and we 

commit ourselves to listening, learning, and walking in solidarity with Indigenous 

peoples in the pursuit of healing and justice. 

 

Opening Hymn Creator God You Gave Us Life   MV 27  

 

1  Creator God you gave us life, 

your image formed within our souls, 

yet through the mist of time and space, 

we search for that which makes us whole. 
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Through hands that paint majestic skies, 

and voices chanting melody, 

with words that reach beyond the page, 

we comprehend your mystery. 

 

2  In ev’ry flow’r and ev’ry tree, 

we see your great diversity, 

yet greater still we see your love, 

expressed in our humanity. 

 

Through hands that paint majestic skies, 

and voices chanting melody, 

with words that reach beyond the page, 

we comprehend your mystery. 

 

3  When with our hearts, our hands our minds, 

we share our gifts with all the world, 

our spirits soar beyond the veil, 

to touch the very face of God. 

 

Through hands that paint majestic skies, 

and voices chanting melody, 

with words that reach beyond the page, 

we comprehend your mystery. 

 

Call to Worship 

Called by God, we have come to worship. 

Called by Christ, we have come to follow. 

Called by the Spirit, we have come to rejoice. 

Called together, we will listen and pray. 

 

Passing the Peace 

We pass the peace (with a bow, or a wave, or a nod to our neighbours) to remind us of the light 

of Christ that is in each of us, and that we are called to reconciliation and community. 

  

Let us greet those around you with the Peace of Christ, saying: 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

Life and Work 
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Opening Prayer 

Holy God, we gather to sing your praise and hear your word. 

Speak to us now, 

that we may be wise enough to perceive your call. 

Strengthen us now, 

that we may be brave enough to answer when you call. 

Guide us now, 

that we may follow 

where you would have us go. 

 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture Psalm 138 (Inclusive Psalter) 

 
1 I will give thanks to you, O YHWH, with my whole heart;  

before the gods I will sing your praise.  
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your Name,  

because of your love and faithfulness;  
3 For you have glorified your Name  

and your word above all things.  
4 When I called, you answered me;  

you increased my strength within me.  
5 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O YHWH,  

when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
6 They will sing of the ways of YHWH,  

that great is the glory of YHWH.  
7 Though YHWH be high, GOD cares for the lowly;  

GOD perceives the haughty from afar.  
8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;  

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;  

your right hand shall save me.  
9 YHWH will make good GOD’s purpose for me;  

O YHWH, your love endures for ever; do not abandon the works of your hands. 

 

Luke 5:1-11      Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

 
5 Once while Jesus was standing beside the Lake of Gennesaret and the crowd was pressing in on 

him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had 

gotten out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging 

to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 

crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 

water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done 
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this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to burst. 7 So they signaled their 

partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that 

they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’s knees, saying, “Go 

away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with him were astounded 

at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 

were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and 

followed him. 

 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn Will You Come and Follow Me (v. 1, 2, 4, 5)  VU 567 

 
1  Will you come and follow me 

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 

 

2  Will you leave yourself behind 

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 

 

4  Will you love the 'you' you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found 

to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound 

in you and you in me? 

 

5  Christ, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name. 
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Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 

In your company I'll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 

 

 

Sermon   Fishing for People 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples  VU 507  

 

1  Today we all are called to be 

disciples of the Lord, 

to help to set the captive free, 

make ploughshare out of sword, 

to feed the hungry, quench their thirst, 

make love and peace our fast, 

to serve the poor and homeless first, 

our ease and comfort last. 

 

2  God made the world and at its birth 

ordained our human race 

to live as stewards of the earth, 

responding to God's grace. 

But we are vain and sadly proud, 

we sow not peace but strife, 

our discord spreads a deadly cloud 

that threatens all of life. 

 

3  Pray justice may come rolling down 

as in a mighty stream, 

with righteousness in field and town 

to cleanse us and redeem. 

For God is longing to restore 

an earth where conflicts cease, 

a world that was created for 

a harmony of peace. 

 

4  May we in service to our God 

act out the living Word, 
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and walk the road the saints have trod 

till all have seen and heard. 

As stewards of the earth may we 

give thanks in one accord 

to God who calls us all to be 

disciples of the Lord. 

 

Offering 

Creator God,  

as we bless the gifts that we receive, 

we ask that you bless the work of our lives and the love of our hearts this day,  

offered in so many ways.  

We share your desire to create better lives and a better community.  

Let the soul of the world be restored in an ocean of your love. Amen. 

 

Offering Hymn Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow   VU 541 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low; 

give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

 

Prayers of the People  

And now, as a community of faith,  

we pray all this, using the ancient words you taught us, saying: 

Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 

Thy Kindom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kindom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

    

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn Teach Me, God, To Wonder   VU 299 

 

1 Teach me, God, to wonder, teach me, God, to see; 

let your world of beauty capture me. 

Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 

life be celebrated, joy you give. 
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2  Let me, God, be open, let me loving be; 

let your world of people speak to me. 

Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 

life be celebrated, joy you give. 

 

3  Let me, God, be ready, let me be awake, 

in your world of loving my place take. 

Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 

life be celebrated, joy you give. 

 

4  Teach me, God, to know you, hear you when you speak, 

see you in my neighbour when we meet. 

Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 

life be celebrated, joy you give. 

 

Bread for the Journey 

When has Jesus shown up unexpectedly in your life, inviting you to move beyond your 

comfort zone? How did that encounter change you? 

 

Commissioning and Benediction 

Go forth as those called by Christ to deeper waters. Just as Simon Peter and the others were 

invited to cast their nets once more despite their weariness, may you trust in God’s provision, 

even when the way forward seems uncertain.  

We hear your call and are ready to follow. Send us out in faith and courage. We will 

follow Christ’s call, sharing his love, hope, and grace with the world. 

 

Go now, called and commissioned by Christ. 

Trust in his abundance, even when your nets seem empty. 

Follow him boldly into the deep waters of faith. 

May the peace of Christ guide your steps, 

the courage of the Spirit strengthen your hearts, 

and the love of God shine brightly through your lives. 

Amen. 

 

Choral Response Go Now In Peace 

 

Go now in peace, never be afraid 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true, 

Know God will guide you in all you do. 

Go now in love and show you believe 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there, watching from above 
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Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, amen, amen! 

  

 

Postlude   

  

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 

 


