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Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Janet Bawcutt 

  

May 25th, 2025 

 

100 YEARS OF UNITED CHURCH HYMNS 

MUSIC SERVICE 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Candles 

 

As we gather here this morning, we remember that all are welcome in this place. May the light 

that shines from these flames illuminate our path ahead, and help us to flourish together in love, 

peace and justice.  

 

Land Acknowledgement 

We begin today by acknowledging that we gather on the traditional territory of the Anishinaabe, 

Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit. May we act with respect, 

humility, and a commitment to justice, as we strive to build a future where all peoples can live 

together in harmony and respect.  

We offer our thanks for this land, its history, and the teachings it offers, and we 

commit ourselves to walking in solidarity with Indigenous peoples in the pursuit of 

healing and justice. 

 

 

Opening Hymn      Holy, Holy, Holy                  VU 315 

First hymn from The Hymnary (1930) 

 

1  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 

holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 



2 
 

  

2  Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

which were, and are, and evermore shalt be. 

  

3  Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

  

4  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name 

in earth and sky and sea; 

holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

   

Call to Worship 

Welcome! We welcome the joys we share, the griefs we bear, and the worries we hold. We are 

called to come with all that we are, and all that we carry; to gather, to receive grace in our 

gathering, and to reorient us again to the ways of peace and acceptance. 

Passing the Peace 

We pass the peace (with a bow, or a wave, or a nod to our neighbours) to remind us of the light 

that is in each of us, and that we are called to reconciliation and community. 

  

Let us greet those around you with Peace, saying: 

Peace be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Life and Work 

 

 

Hymn  All Creatures of Our God and King (v. 1, 2, 4, 5)  VU 217 

First hymn from The Hymn Book (1971) 

 

1  All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voice and with us sing: 

hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Bright burning sun with golden beam, 

soft shining moon with silver gleam, 

sing praises, sing praises, 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
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2  O rushing winds and breezes soft, 

O clouds that ride the winds aloft, 

sing praises, hallelujah! 

O rising morn, in praise rejoice; 

O lights of evening, find a voice: 

sing praises, sing praises, 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

4  And everyone of tender heart, 

forgiving others, take your part: 

sing praises, hallelujah! 

All who long pain and sorrow bear, 

praise God and yield up all your care: 

sing praises, hallelujah! 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

5  Let all things their Creator bless, 

and worship God in humbleness: 

sing praises, hallelujah! 

Praise God eternal, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, three in one: 

sing praises, hallelujah! 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

   

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture 

 

 Psalm 67 

 
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us,2 that your way may 

be known upon earth,    your saving power among all nations.3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

    let all the peoples praise you.4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,    for you judge the 

peoples with equity    and guide the nations upon earth.5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

    let all the peoples praise you.6 The earth has yielded its increase;    our God has blessed us. 
7 May God continue to bless us;    let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

 

John 14:23-29 

23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, they will keep my word, and my Father will love 

them, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 He who does not love me does 

not keep my words; and the word which you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 
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25 “These things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your 

remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as 

the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 

You heard me say to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have 

rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you 

before it takes place, so that when it does take place, you may believe. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn Shall We Gather at the River  VU 710 

First appeared in Voices United (1996) 

 

1  Shall we gather at the river, 

where bright angel feet have trod; 

with its crystal tide for ever 

flowing by the throne of God? 

 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, 

the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the river 

that flows by the throne of God. 

 

2  Ere we reach the shining river, 

lay we every burden down; 

grace our spirits will deliver, 

and provide a robe and crown. 

 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, 

the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the river 

that flows by the throne of God. 

 

3  Soon we'll reach the shining river, 

soon our pilgrimage will cease, 

soon our happy hearts will quiver 

with the melody of peace. 

 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, 

the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the river 

that flows by the throne of God. 
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A Century Of Song    

 

Reflection The Next 100 Years   

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn In The Garden 

 

1 I come to the garden alone, 

 While the dew is still on the roses; 

 And the voice I hear, falling on my ear, 

 The Son of God discloses. 

 

 And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 

 And He tells me I am His own, 

 And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

 None other has ever known. 

2 He speaks, and the sound of His voice 

 Is so sweet the birds hush their singing; 

 And the melody that He gave to me 

 Within my heart is ringing. 

 And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 

 And He tells me I am His own, 

 And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

 None other has ever known. 

3 I'd stay in the garden with Him 

Tho' the night around me be falling; 

But He bids me go; thro' the voice of woe, 

His voice to me is calling. 

 

 And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 

 And He tells me I am His own, 

 And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

 None other has ever known. 

  

Offering 

At this time of Offering let us remember the many gifts we all enjoy and consider ways that we 

may give back, as we are able, to help support the work of this church in our community.  

Bless these gifts that we offer. Bless those who offer them. Bless those who will 

receive, in turn. May this circle of blessings continue. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People  

We are quickly approaching the 100th Anniversary of the formation of the United Church of 

Canada. We gather and give thanks for the times when we have been communities of who have 

made way for inclusion, compassion, justice, and care to be known. We celebrate this morning 

how we all try to work toward living in right relationship with each other and mending the world. 

We also recognize that the other side of joy is sorrow, and we receive grace when we have tried 

and failed to live out this love in action. We pause to honour those who have gone before us: 

leaders, educators, preachers, administrators, caregivers, storytellers, peacemakers, musicians, 

and so many more—all part of our community. 

 (pause) 

 As we lean into the future, trusting in the Spirit’s guidance, we honour the United Church’s deep 

desire to live into right relations with First Nations people, its commitment to the intercultural 

church that we are becoming, and the shared joy of journeying together in hope.  

 

And now, using the prayer Jesus taught us, we sing… 

 

 Creator In Heaven 

 

Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your dominion come, your will be done on 

earth, as in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For you reign eternally, in power and in glory, For ever and ever, Amen. 

  

 

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH   

 

Bread for the Journey 

What song—or kind of song—has helped shape your faith, comforted you in hard times, or 

inspired you to act with courage and compassion?  

 

Closing Hymn Jesus Loves Me   VU 365 

 

1  Jesus loves me, this I know, 

for the Bible tells me so; 

little ones to him belong, 

in his love we shall be strong. 

 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 

2  Jesus loves me, this I know, 

as he loved so long ago, 

taking children on his knee, 

saying, 'Let them come to me.' 
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Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 

3  Jesus loves me still today, 

walking with me on my way, 

wanting as a friend to give 

light and love to all who live. 

 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

  

Commissioning and Benediction 

And now as we go out into the world, we strive to bring forth new life and joy. May goodness 

and mercy be our source, our guide, and our destination as we continue our journey. 

Dream dreams, pursue visions and set your hearts ablaze with a passion for peace and justice for 

all people. Amen. 

     

Choral Response Let There Be Peace on Earth 

 

Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me 

Let there be peace on earth 

The peace that was meant to be 

With God our Creator 

Family all are we 

Let us walk with each other 

In perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me 

Let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take 

Let this be my solemn vow 

To take each moment  

and live each moment  

in peace eternally 

Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me. 

  

Postlude   

  
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 


