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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Rev. Dr. Ellen Redcliffe 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Musical Guest:  Tom Leighton 

Reader: Shirley Scott 

  

May 28, 2023 
 

CENTENNIAL MUSIC SUNDAY 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

  

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude   

      

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

 

Come, Holy Spirit! As we light this candle, ignite our hearts with joy and confidence! 

For God has done wondrous things for us. 

Come, Holy Spirit! Fill us with the power of the rushing wind that we may faithfully serve you 

in all that we do. 

For Christ has called each of us and blessed us! 

Come, Holy Spirit! Be with us today. 

Amen. 

 

 

Introit Holy Spirit, Truth Divine   VU 368  

 

1  Holy Spirit, truth divine, 

dawn upon this soul of mine. 

Voice of God and inward light, 

wake my Spirit, clear my sight. 

  

2  Holy Spirit, love divine, 

glow within this heart of mine. 

Kindle every high desire, 

purify me with your fire. 

  

5  Holy Spirit, peace divine, 

still this restless heart of mine. 
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Speak to calm this tossing sea, 

grant me your tranquillity. 

  

6  Holy Spirit, joy divine, 

gladden now this heart of mine. 

In the desert ways I sing; 

spring, O living water, spring! 

 

  

Land Acknowledgement 

We now take a moment to acknowledge the sacred land beside the water on which Birchcliff 

Bluffs United Church stands. It has been a site of human activity for many thousands of years. 

This land is the territory of the Huron-Wendat and Petun First Nations, the Seneca, and most 

recently the Mississaugas of the Credit and Scugog, all part of the Williams Treaty.  We are 

grateful for the opportunity to live and work on this territory and we seek to be mindful of 

broken covenants and the need to strive to make right with all our relations. 

  

Opening Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness    VU 288 

 

1  Great is thy faithfulness, God our Creator; 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou forever will be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided - 

great is thy faithfulness, ever to me! 

  

2  Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided - 

great is thy faithfulness, ever to me! 

  

3  Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow - 

wondrous the portion thy blessings provide. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
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all I have needed thy hand hath provided - 

great is thy faithfulness, ever to me! 

 

Life and Work of the Church 

 

Scripture  Psalm 104:24-34 New International Version 

24 How many are your works, OH GOD! 

    In wisdom you made them all; 

    the earth is full of your creatures. 
25 There is the sea, vast and spacious, 

    teeming with creatures beyond number— 

    living things both large and small. 
26 There the ships go to and fro, 

    and Leviathan, which you formed to frolic there. 

27 All creatures look to you 

    to give them their food at the proper time. 
28 When you give it to them, 

    they gather it up; 

when you open your hand, 

    they are satisfied with good things. 
29 When you hide your face, 

    they are terrified; 

when you take away their breath, 

    they die and return to the dust. 
30 When you send your Spirit, 

    they are created, 

    and you renew the face of the ground. 

31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

    may the LORD rejoice in his works— 
32 he who looks at the earth, and it trembles, 

    who touches the mountains, and they smoke. 

33 I will sing to the LORD all my life; 

    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him, 

    as I rejoice in the LORD. 
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Gospel   Acts  2:1-21  New International Version 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 

 

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like 

the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 

them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues[a] as the 

Spirit enabled them. 

 
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 

When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard 

their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 

Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia,[b] 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 
11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders 

of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this 

mean?” 

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews 

and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 

These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was 

spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘In the last days, God says, 

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

    your young men will see visions, 

    your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood 

    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A1-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26954a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A1-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26959b
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21 And everyone who calls 

    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  

 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn I’ll Fly Away 

 

Some bright morning when this life is o’er 

I'll fly away 

To a home on God's celestial shore 

I'll fly away 

 

I'll fly away, oh Glory 

I'll fly away 

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by 

I'll fly away 

 

When the shadows of this life have gone 

I'll fly away 

Like a bird from prison bars has flown 

I'll fly away 

 

I'll fly away, oh Glory 

I'll fly away 

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by 

I'll fly away 

 

Oh, how glad and happy when we meet 

I'll fly away 

No more cold iron shackles on my feet 

I'll fly away 

 

I'll fly away, oh Glory 

I'll fly away 

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by 

I'll fly away 

    

Just a few more weary days and then 

I'll fly away 

To a land where joy shall never end 

I'll fly away 

 

I'll fly away, oh Glory 

I'll fly away 

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by 
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I'll fly away 

 

Guest Musician 

  

Reflection The Year Was 1923 

 

Hymn In My Heart There Rings a Melody  

 

1  I have a song that Jesus gave me, 

 It was sent from heav'n above; 

 There never was a sweeter melody, 

 'Tis a melody of love. 

 

 In my heart there rings a melody, 

 There rings a melody with heaven's harmony; 

 In my heart there rings a melody, 

 There rings a melody of love. 

 

2  I love the Christ who died on Calv'ry, 

 For He washed my sins away; 

 He put within my heart a melody, 

 And I know it's there to stay. 

 

 In my heart there rings a melody, 

 There rings a melody with heaven's harmony; 

 In my heart there rings a melody, 

 There rings a melody of love. 

 

3  'Twill be my endless theme in glory, 

 With the angels I will sing; 

 'Twill be a song with glorious harmony, 

 When the courts of heaven ring. 

 

 In my heart there rings a melody, 

 There rings a melody with heaven's harmony; 

 In my heart there rings a melody, 

 There rings a melody of love. 

   

Offering 

 

At this time of Offering let us remember the many gifts we all enjoy and consider ways that we 

may give back, as we are able, to help support the work of this church in our community.  

 

Bless these gifts that we offer. Bless those who offer them.  

Bless those who will receive them, in turn.  

May this circle of blessings continue. 
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Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

Gracious God, fill us with your Spirit that we might be your voices, hands and presence in the 

world. We pray for our Church that at this time we may be renewed by the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit and reach out to one another as true disciples with faith, love and hope. Help us to 

understand our weaknesses and our differences, so we can build a strong and loving community.  

 

Your Holy Spirit gave your apostles the gift and power of forgiveness. Grant us that gift, so we 

may use it to heal a broken world. Let us care for all who are lonely, weak and vulnerable, that 

they may be aware that they are not alone in their troubles. Help us to heal those who are broken 

in body and spirit, and turn their sorrow into joy. 

 

Grant us the courage and generosity to be part of the solution, sending forth your spirit into our 

hearts. Tear down the walls that divide us, that we may become as one, using all your gifts 

wisely as true witnesses to your love. 

 

We now take a moment to remember those we keep in our prayers. (pause) 

 

And now, using the words Jesus taught us, we sing… 

 

Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever, Amen.     

 

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn How Can I Keep From Singing  VU 716  

 

1  My life flows on in endless song, 

above earth's lamentation. 

I hear the sweet, though far off hymn 

that hails a new creation. 

Through all the tumult and the strife, 

I hear the music ringing: 

It finds an echo in my soul - 

how can I keep from singing? 

  

2  What though my joys and comforts die? 

My Saviour still is living. 

What though the shadows gather 'round? 

A new song Christ is giving. 
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No storm can shake my inmost calm, 

while to that Rock I'm clinging: 

since Love commands both heaven and earth, 

how can I keep from singing? 

  

4  I lift my eyes; the cloud grows thin; 

I see the blue above it; 

and day by day this pathway smooths, 

since first I learned to love it. 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 

a fountain ever springing: 

all things are mine since I am Christ's - 

how can I keep from singing? 

 

Benediction & Commissioning  

 

And now go out into the world, 

and strive to bring forth new life and joy. 

Dream dreams, pursue visions 

and set your hearts ablaze 

with a passion for peace. 

Amen. 

 

Postlude 

  

  

* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics 

obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 

  

Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Pentecost Sunday 

Sunday, May 28, 2023 

Additional Lectionary 
 

Numbers 11:24-30 New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD, and he gathered seventy of the 

elders of the people and placed them all around the tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in the 

cloud and spoke to him and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy 

elders, and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 
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26 Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad and the other named Medad, and the spirit 

rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, so they 

prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are 

prophesying in the camp.” 28 And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen 

men,[a] said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my 

sake? Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put his spirit on 

them!” 30 And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp. 

Psalm 104:35  New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

 
35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth, 

    and let the wicked be no more. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. 

Praise the LORD! 

 

1 Corinthians 12:3-13 New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let 

Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of services but the 

same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them 

in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 

the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the 

discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually 

just as the Spirit chooses. 

One Body with Many Members 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

John 20:19-23  New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where 

the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=numbers+11%3A24-30&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-4053a
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has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained.” 

John 7:37-39  New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

Rivers of Living Water 

37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let 

anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38 and let the one who believes in me drink. As[a] the scripture 

has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart[b] shall flow rivers of living water.’ ” 39 Now he said this 

about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive, for as yet there was no Spirit[c] because 

Jesus was not yet glorified. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+7%3A37-39&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26356a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+7%3A37-39&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26356b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+7%3A37-39&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26357c

