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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Norma Grech 

  

October 5th, 2025 

World Communion Sunday 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Lighting the Christ & Rainbow Candle 

We light these candles as a symbol of our intention to be open to God’s presence and action 

during this time of worship. As we welcome this flickering flame, we wait to be transformed by 

the divine Spirit! The candle is lit. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

Many thousands of years ago, Indigenous people lived, worked, and worshipped on this land. 

Over time, settlers from other lands came, sometimes sharing, often destroying, the relationship 

Indigenous peoples had with the water, land, and skies, with their Elders, families, culture, and 

faith. We acknowledge that we gather on the traditional and unceded territory of the 

Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit, and that this 

land is home to many diverse Indigenous nations.  

 

As we light our candles, we pray for God's guidance in our journey towards reconciliation, and 

we give thanks for the caretakers of this land and the opportunity to pray here together. 

 

Opening Hymn For the Healing of the Nations   VU 678 

 

1  For the healing of the nations, 

God, we pray with one accord; 

for a just and equal sharing 

of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 

help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

2  Lead us forward into freedom, 

from despair your world release; 
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that, redeemed from war and hatred, 

all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 

fear will die and hope increase. 

 

3  All that kills abundant living, 

let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race or schooling, 

dogmas that obscure your plan. 

In our common quest for justice 

may we hallow life's brief span. 

 

4  You, Creator-God, have written 

your great name on humankind; 

for our growing in your likeness 

bring the life of Christ to mind; 

that, by our response and service, 

earth its destiny may find. 

 

Call to Worship 

Come, people of every place and tongue— 

We gather as one body, knit together by God’s love. 

The earth is alive with God’s presence, and all creation sings! 

We lift our voices with joy, joining the song of the world. 

When the apostles asked Jesus for more faith, he reminded them: 

Even the smallest seed of faith can change the world. 

Today, we join a great communion that stretches beyond borders and barriers. 

At Christ’s table, there is room for every nation, every story, every song. 

So let us enter with thanksgiving, with justice in our hands and hope in our hearts. 

For God’s love is steadfast, God’s mercy is wide, and God’s welcome is for all. 

 

Passing the Peace 

Friends, on this day when Christians around the world gather at Christ’s table, we are reminded 

that peace is not just an absence of conflict, but the very presence of God’s Spirit among us. 

Jesus said, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed…” even the smallest act of peace can 

grow into something that changes the world. 

 

So, let us share that peace now with one another—an act of faith, an act of communion. 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 

Life and Work 

 

Opening Prayer 
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Let us pray: 

God of every nation and every people, 

You have called us together from north and south, east and west, 

to be one body in Christ. 

Open our hearts this morning to your Spirit’s leading. 

Stretch our imaginations to see your Church not only here, 

but at every table where bread is broken and the cup is shared. 

Strengthen our faith—even mustard seed faith— 

so that we may live as humble servants of Christ, 

joyful in worship and generous in love. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Hymn Now Thank We All Our God   VU 236 

 

1  Now thank we all our God, 

With heart and hands, and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom this world rejoices; 

who from our mother's arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

 

2  O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

and keep us strong in grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ill 

in this world and the next. 

 

3  All praise and thanks to God 

for all that has been given, 

the Son, and Spirit blest 

who dwell in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God, 

whom heaven and earth adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore 
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RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture Psalm 100 

1 Make a joyful noise to Spirit, all the earth. 2 Serve Spirit with gladness; come into Spirit’s 

presence with singing. 3 Know that Spirit is God. It is God who made us, and we are God’s; we 

are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. 4 Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and 

God’s courts with praise. Give thanks to Spirit; bless God’s name. 5 For Spirit is good; God’s 

steadfast love endures forever and God’s faithfulness to all generations. 

 

Luke 17:5-10 
5 The apostles said to Jesus, “Increase our faith!” 6 Jesus replied, “If you had faith the size of a 

mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it 

would obey you. 7 “Who among you would say to your servant who has just come in from 

plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the 

table’? 8 Would you not rather say to them, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve 

me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the servant for doing what 

was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We 

are worthless servants; we have done only what we ought to have done!’” 

 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn Come Touch Our Hearts (v. 1, 2, 3, 5)   MV 12 

 

1  Come touch our hearts that we may know compassion, 

from failing embers build a blazing fire; 

love strong enough to overturn injustice, 

to seek a world more gracious, 

come touch and bless our hearts. 

 

2  Come touch our souls that we may know and love you, 

your quiet presence all our fears dispel; 

create a space for spirit to grow in us, 

let life and beauty fill us, 

come touch and bless our souls. 

 

3  Come touch our minds and teach us how to reason, 

set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream; 

help us to open doors of understanding, 

to welcome truth and wisdom, 

come touch and bless our minds. 

 

5  Come touch us now, this people who are gathered, 
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to break the bread and share the cup of peace; 

that we may love you with our heart, our soul, 

our mind, our strength, our all, 

come touch us with your grace. 

 

Sermon  Enough Faith for the Table  

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn A Place at the Table 

 

1  For everyone born, a place at the table, 

for everyone born, clean water and bread, 

a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 

for everyone born, a star over head. 

 

And God will delight  

when we are creators of justice and joy, 

Yes, God will delight  

when we are creators of justice,  

justice and joy. 

 

2  For everyone here, a place at the table, 

revising the roles, deciding to share, 

with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 

for everyone here, a system that’s fair. 

 

And God will delight  

when we are creators of justice and joy, 

Yes, God will delight  

when we are creators of justice,  

justice and joy. 

 

3  For young and for old, a place at the table, 

a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 

the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 

for young and for old, the right to belong.  

 

And God will delight  

when we are creators of justice and joy, 

Yes, God will delight  

when we are creators of justice,  

justice and joy. 
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4  For everyone born, a place at the table, 

to live without fear, and simply to be, 

to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 

for everyone born, the right to be free. 

 

And God will delight  

when we are creators of justice and joy, 

Yes, God will delight  

when we are creators of justice,  

justice and joy, 

Justice and joy. 

 

Offering 

On this World Communion Sunday, we remember that we are connected to a family that 

stretches across the globe—many of whom gather around much simpler tables than ours, yet 

with equal faith and gratitude. Our gifts this morning join theirs, weaving us into one great 

offering of love. As we bring our gifts, may they bear witness to the truth that God’s Spirit is 

alive in us, alive in this community, and alive in the world. 

As we bless the offerings given to the church, let us sing: 

 

Offering Hymn          Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow   VU 541 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low; 

give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

Invitation to the Table 

Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God. 

Here, people of every land, every language, every culture, and every age are invited to come, not 

because we must, but because we may. 

This table does not belong to us—it belongs to Christ. 

And Christ welcomes all. 

 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to the Living God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right to give you thanks and praise, O God, 

for from the very beginning you dreamed of a world made whole— 

a table where the hungry are fed, 

the stranger is welcomed, 

and all creation finds its place. 

 

On this World Communion Sunday, 

we join with our siblings in Christ across continents and islands, 

with voices lifted in every language, 

with bread baked in every culture, 

with cups poured in every land. 

Together, we taste the promise of your kin-dom come. 

 

With all that is, seen and unseen, 

and with all the faithful of every tie and place, 

we join in this hymn of praise and thanksgiving: 

Holy, holy, holy One, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

As we gather at this table, 

we remember that on the night he was betrayed, 

Jesus gathered with his friends around a table. 

He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said: 

“This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper, he took the cup, saying: 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. 

As often as you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Eternal God, we unite in this covenant of faith, this sacred meal, 

as we break bread and share the cup, 

giving thanks for your love in Jesus, the Christ. 

We spread your table with the gifts of the earth and of our labour. 

 

Remembering your boundless love for us in Jesus Christ, 

we offer you our praise, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Let us pray: 

Come, Holy Spirit— 

send your Spirit upon these gifts,  

that the bread we break and the cup we bless 

may become for us communion in Christ’s body and blood. 

 

Unite us with all who share this feast— 

from every nation, every culture, every time— 

that we may be strengthened to live as your body in the world, 

bearing witness to peace, justice, and love. 

 

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honour are yours, almighty God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Come, beloved of God, the table is prepared. 

Bread is broken in love, the cup is poured in grace. 

Whether your faith is strong or fragile, whether you come with certainty or questions, 

whether you come from near or far—here you are welcomed. 

Here you belong. Taste and see that God is good. 

 

SHARING THE MEAL 

(Please come forward through the middle aisle to receive the elements. Once you receive the 

elements, do not eat them yet! Please return to your seat through the outer aisles of the 

sanctuary. Once everyone has been served, we will share the feast together. During the singing 

of our closing hymn, we will collect the cups.) 

 

The body of Christ,  

the bread of life. 

(eat the bread) 

 

The blood of Chirst,  

the cup of blessing. 

(drink the juice) 

 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray: 

Generous God, 

we give you thanks that we have been nourished at this holy table, 

united with siblings around the world, 

fed by the bread of life, 

and refreshed by the cup of salvation. 

Send us out, strengthened by your Spirit, 

to be bread for the hungry, 

hope for the despairing, 

and signs of your peace in every land. 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

Hymn                                          Grateful    MV 182 

 

Grateful for the life you give us,  

thankful for your Holy Son, 

joyful in your Spirit flowing  

over all, O God of Love. 

Grateful for the Bread of Heaven,  

thankful for your Holy Word, 

joyful in your mercy flowing,  

we will praise you. 

 

Prayers of the People  

Let us join our hearts in prayer for the church, the world, and all creation: 

 

God of every nation and tongue, 

we give thanks that today we have shared in one bread and one cup, 

a feast that stretches across borders, cultures, and traditions. 

We pray for your church in every land— 

that where it is vibrant, it may be bold in love, 

and where it is weary, it may be renewed in hope. 

 

God of justice and mercy, 

we pray for the peoples of the world: 

for leaders of nations, that they may choose peace over violence, 

for communities scarred by war, oppression, or displacement, 

for all who are working to heal this wounded earth. 

We remember especially the hungry, the poor, and the refugees, 

and we ask that you would move our hearts and hands 

to share what we have until all are fed. 
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God of compassion, 

we lift before you those in need of healing and comfort. 

Surround the sick with your presence, 

strengthen the weary, 

shelter the grieving, 

and befriend the lonely. 

 

God of unity, 

we thank you for the diversity of cultures and peoples 

that enrich our shared human story. 

On this World Communion Sunday, 

bind us closer together in understanding and in love, 

that we might live as your children— 

different, yet belonging to one another. 

 

Gather these prayers, O God, 

with the whispered petitions of every heart, 

and make us one as we pray the words Jesus taught, 

saying together: 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kin-dom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kin-dom, 

the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

  

  

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn    Go Forth for God   VU 418 

 

Go forth for God, go to the world in peace; 

be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace, 

in God's good Spirit daily to increase, 

till in the kingdom we see face to face. 

Go forth for God, go to the world in peace. 
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Go forth for God, go to the world in love; 

strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak; 

help the afflicted; richly from above 

God's love supplies the grace and power we seek. 

Go forth for God, go to the world in love. 

  

Go forth for God, go to the world in strength; 

hold fast the good, be urgent for the right; 

render to no one evil; Christ at length 

shall overcome all darkness with his light. 

Go forth for God, go to the world in strength. 

  

Go forth for God, go to the world in joy, 

to serve God's people every day and hour, 

and serving Christ, our every gift employ, 

rejoicing in the Holy Spirit's power. 

Go forth for God, go to the world in joy. 

 

Bread for the Journey: 

Where have you seen a “mustard seed” act of faith—something small and ordinary—that 

grew into something larger than you expected? 

 

Commissioning  

Go out into the world, joyful in the Lord! 

We go with thanksgiving, to live as God’s people. 

Serve with humility, as Christ has taught you. 

We will live with mustard seed faith, trusting God’s power to grow. 

Share love without borders, peace without fear. 

We are one body in Christ, joined with the Church around the world. Thanks be to 

God! 

 

Benediction 

Go now into the world, sustained by the love of God, 

strengthened by the grace of Christ, 

and filled with the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

Go as one people—diverse and beautiful— 

bound together by the table we have shared. 

And may your faith, even if small as a mustard seed, 

grow into hope for the world. 

Amen. 
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Choral Response I Am Walking a Path of Peace   MV 221 

 

I am walking a path of peace, 

I am walking a path of peace, 

I am walking a path of peace, 

lead me home, lead me home. 

 

I am walking a path of love, 

I am walking a path of love, 

I am walking a path of love, 

lead me home, lead me home. 

 

I am walking a path of hope, 

I am walking a path of hope, 

I am walking a path of hope, 

lead me home, lead me home. 

 

We are walking a path of peace, 

We are walking a path of peace, 

We are walking a path of peace, 

lead us home, lead us home. 

  

Postlude   

  

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 
 

 

 


