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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Mary Cannings 
 

June 22, 2025 

 

MUSIC SUNDAY - OUTDOOR SERVICE & 

100th ANNIVERSARY GARDEN PARTY 

  

 WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Welcome  

 

Opening Hymn This Little Light of Mine 

 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

 

Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

Let it shine around the world, We're gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine around the world, We're gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine around the world, We're gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
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Candle Lighting 

 

As we light this candle we remember the One who came to be the light in our darkness. Like the 

lighting of a campfire, may this flame spread warmth, joy and love as it brings its light to the 

world. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

 

This land on which we gather is the traditional land of the Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, 

Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit. We live, work, play and worship on this land 

and acknowledge with respect the thousands of years of ceremony and relationship that are 

etched in footprints, fire, and faithfulness on the soil and rock that surrounds us. 

 

 

Hymn It Only Takes a Spark    VU 289 

 

1  It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 

and soon all those around  

can warm up in its glowing: 

that's how it is with God's love, 

once you've experienced it: 

you spread God's love to everyone, 

you want to pass it on. 

  

2  What a wondrous time is spring  

when all the trees are budding, 

the birds begin to sing,  

the flowers start their blooming; 

that's how it is with God's love, 

once you've experienced it: 

you want to sing, it's fresh like spring, 

you want to pass it on. 

  

3  I wish for you, my friend, 

this happiness that I've found - 

on God you can depend,  

it matters not where you're bound; 

I'll shout it from the mountain top; 

I want my world to know: 

the God of love has come to me, 

I want to pass it on. 
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I'll shout it from the mountain top; 

I want my world to know: 

the God of love has come to me, 

I want to pass it on. 

 

Call to Worship 

 

Come, let us sing 

Sing about peace and dignity for every person, every family, 

about the Spirit that lies at the heart of each life and speaks to the depth of each heart. 

Come, let us sing for joy; 

let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us rejoice with thanksgiving and extol all that is good, 

with music and song.  

 

Passing the Peace 

We pass the peace (with a bow, or a wave, or a nod to our neighbours) to remind us of the light 

that is in each of us, and that we are called to reconciliation and community. 

  

Let us greet those around you with Peace, saying: 

Peace be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Hymn He’s Got The Whole World In His Hands 

 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got the whole wide world in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

  

He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands. 

He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands. 

He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

  

He’s got the little bitty baby in his hands. 

He’s got the little bitty baby in his hands. 

He’s got the little bitty baby in his hands.  

He’s got the whole world in his hands.  

 

He’s got you and me sister, in his hands. 

He’s got you and me brother, in his hands. 

He’s got you and me children, in his hands. 
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He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

  

He’s got ev’rybody here in his hands. 

He’s got ev’rybody here in his hands. 

He’s got ev’rybody here in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got the whole wide world in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands 

 

 WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD  

 

Scripture   

Galatians 3:23-29 

23 Now before faith came, we were confined under the law, kept under restraint until faith should 

be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our custodian until Christ came, so that we might be 

justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a custodian; 26 for in 

Christ Jesus you are all children of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized 

into Christ, have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And 

if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

The word of God for the people of God. 

 Thanks be to God 

 

 

Song God’s Choir In The Sky 

 

I heard the angels sing, ‘Glory Hallelujah!’ 

A mighty chorus way up high. 

I heard the angels sing, 'Praise the name of Jesus’ 

Singing in God’s choir in the sky. 

 

I heard a thousand trumpets sounding out His glory - 

telling the story; how He came to earth to die; 

I heard a million voices praise the name of Jesus, 

Singing in God’s choir in the sky. 

 

I heard the glorious song coming out of heaven, 

The sweetest music ever heard; 

I heard a mighty song sung by all the angels, 

My soul thrilled at every loving word. 
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I heard a thousand trumpets sounding out His glory - 

telling the story; how He came to earth to die; 

I heard a million voices praise the name of Jesus, 

Singing in God’s choir in the sky.       

  

I fell down on my knees when that chorus ended, 

They shouted out a glad Amen; 

I fell down on my knees, prayed that when in heaven 

I would hear that choir once again. 
 

I heard a thousand trumpets sounding out His glory - 

telling the story; how He came to earth to die; 

I heard a million voices praise the name of Jesus, 

Singing in God’s choir in the sky. 

(repeat) 

        

We Are One In The Spirit 

 

We are One in The Spirit, 

We are One in The Lord. 

We are One in The Spirit, 

We are One in The Lord. 

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

 

And they'll know we are Christians  

by our love, by our Love, 

Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

We will walk with each other, 

We will walk hand in hand. 

We will walk with each other, 

We will walk hand in hand. 

And together we'll spread the News 

that God is in our land.  

 

And they'll know we are Christians  

by our love, by our Love, 

Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

We will work with each other, 

We will work side by side. 

We will work with each other, 

We will work side by side. 

And we'll guard human dignity 

And we’ll save human pride. 

 

And they'll know we are Christians  
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by our love, by our Love, 

Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

All praise to the Father 

from whom all things come 

And all praise to Christ Jesus 

his only son, 

And all praise to the Spirit 

who makes us one. 

 

And they'll know we are Christians  

by our love, by our Love, 

Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

(repeat) 

 

Song I’ll Fly Away  

 

Some glad morning when this life is o’er 

I'll fly away 

To that home on God's celestial shore 

I'll fly away 

 

I'll fly away, oh, Glory 

I'll fly away 

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by 

I'll fly away 

 

When the shadows of this life have gone 

I’ll fly away 

Like a bird from prison bars has flown 

I’ll fly away 

 

I'll fly away, oh, Glory 

I'll fly away 

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by 

I'll fly away 

 

Oh how glad and happy when we meet 

I’ll fly away 

No more cold iron shackles on my feet 

I’ll fly away 
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I'll fly away, oh, Glory 

I'll fly away 

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by 

I'll fly away 

 

Just a few more weary days and then 

I'll fly away 

To a land where joy shall never end 

I'll fly away 

 

I'll fly away, oh, Glory 

I'll fly away 

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by 

I'll fly away 

Yeah, when I die, Hallelujah, by and by 

I'll fly away 

 

Reflection   

 

Hymn            Kum Ba Yah 

 

Kum bah ya, my Lord, kum bah ya 

Kum bah ya, my Lord, kum bah ya 

Kum bah ya, my Lord, kum bah ya 

Oh Lord, kum bah ya 

 

Somebody needs you Lord, kum bah ya 

Somebody needs you Lord, kum bah ya 

Somebody needs you Lord, kum bah ya 

Oh Lord, kum bah ya 

 

In the morning won’t you kum bah ya 

In the morning won’t you kum bah ya 

In the morning won’t you kum bah ya 

Oh Lord, kum bah ya 

 

Kum bah ya, my lord, kum bah ya 

Kum bah ya, my lord, kum bah ya 

Kum bah ya, my lord, kum bah ya 

Oh Lord, kum bah ya 

 

Sinners need you Lord, kum bah ya 

Sinners need you Lord, kum bah ya 

Sinners need you Lord, kum bah ya 
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Oh Lord, kum bah ya 

 

I’m gonna need you Lord, kum bah ya 

I’m gonna need you Lord, kum bah ya 

I’m gonna need you Lord, kum bah ya 

Oh Lord, kum bah ya 

 

Kum bah ya, my Lord, kum bah ya 

Kum bah ya, my Lord, kum bah ya 

Kum bah ya, my Lord, kum bah ya 

Oh Lord, kum bah ya 

(repeat) 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

          

Offering 

 

As we gather here, we recognize that we are truly blessed; 

to live in this wondrous Creation, 

to have family and friends and neighbours that we can depend upon. 

As we have been blessed, 

in turn we share a portion of that blessing with others, 

so that the warmth and light of your love will spread to everyone, 

as we shout it from the mountaintops: Pass it on. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Creator God, 

because you make all that draws forth our praise 

and the forms in which to express it, 

we thank you. 

 

Because you make artists of us all, 

awakening courage to look again at what is taken for granted, 

grace to share these insights with others, 

and the vision to reveal the future already in being, 

we thank you. 

 

Because you form your Word among us, 

and in your great work embrace all human experience, 

even death itself, inspiring our resurrection song, 

we thank you.  

We now take a moment to remember those, both in our church family and elsewhere, who we 

keep in our prayers today… 
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We ask this through Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray using these words… 

 

 

Creator In Heaven 

 

Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your dominion come, your will be done on earth, as in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For you reign eternally, in power and in glory,  

For ever and ever, Amen. 

 

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

 Closing Hymn I’ve Got Peace Like a River   VU 577 

  

I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

  

I've got joy like a fountain, 

I've got joy like a fountain, 

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul. 

I've got joy like a fountain, 

I've got joy like a fountain, 

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul. 

  

I've got love like an ocean, 

I've got love like an ocean, 

I've got love like an ocean in my soul. 

I've got love like an ocean, 

I've got love like an ocean, 

I've got love like an ocean in my soul. 

  

Benediction & Commissioning  

And now as we go out into the world, we strive to bring forth new life and joy. May goodness 

and mercy be our source, our guide, and our destination as we continue our journey. 

 

May the blessing of God, 

the giver of every good and perfect gift; 
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and of Christ, who summons us to service; 

and of the Holy Spirit, who inspires generosity and love, 

be with us all, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Postlude Michael Row The Boat Ashore 

 

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah. 

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah. 

 

Sister help to trim the sail, hallelujah. 

Sister help to trim the sail, hallelujah. 

 

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah. 

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah. 

 

The River Jordan is chilly and cold, hallelujah. 

Chills the body but not the soul, hallelujah. 

 

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah. 

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah. 

 

The river is deep and the river is wide, hallelujah. 

Milk and honey on the other side, hallelujah. 

 

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah. 

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah.  

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah. 

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah.  

  

 

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 

 


