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Birchcliff Bluffs United Church
Ministers: All the People — wherever and however they gather
Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy
Music Director: Randy Vancourt
Reader: Beth Moore

December 21st, 2025
4% Sunday of Advent — Love
Music Sunday

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Prelude Sing We Now of Christmas
Welcome

Lighting the Rainbow Candle:

As we light this candle, we remember that Jesus is the light of the world.
The light of Christ shines in our hearts, bringing hope, peace, joy, and love.
May the light of Christ guide us today and always.

Land Acknowledgement
We now take a moment to acknowledge the sacred land beside the water on which Birchcliff
Bluffs United Church stands. It has been a site of human activity for many thousands of years.
The land we are worshipping on today is the traditional territory of many nations including the
Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat
peoples, and is home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples.
We are grateful for the opportunity to live and work on this territory and we seek to
be mindful of broken covenants and the need to strive to make right with all our
relations.

Opening Hymn Angels We Have Heard on High VU 38

1 Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!



2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

4 See him in a manger laid,
whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
while our hearts in love we raise.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Lighting our Advent Candle:
Candle-Lighting Liturgy — Fourth Sunday of Advent: Love

One: We have lit candles for Hope, for Peace, and for Joy. Today we light the fourth candle—the
candle of Love. It burns with the steady light of promise fulfilled, the warmth of a God who
chooses to dwell among us.

All: We light a candle for Love—for the love that takes courage, the love that trusts the
dream, the love that shows up in unexpected places.

One: When Joseph woke from his dream, he did not turn away. He took the risk of love— to
stay, to protect, to believe. Love made flesh begins there: in the small yes of a faithful heart.
All: God of Love, when fear whispers “not enough,” remind us that your love is endless.
When we hesitate to act, fill us with the boldness of your Spirit. When our hearts grow
weary, shine your light through us again.

One: This candle reminds us: Love is the heart of Advent— patient and brave, gentle and fierce,
born again wherever we make room.

All: Come, Emmanuel, dwell among us in love that will not end. Amen.

(The 3 purple candles and the pink candle on the Advent wreath are lit.)



Sung Response A Candle Is Burning (v. 4) VU 6

A candle is burning, a candle of love,
a candle to point us to heaven above.
A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth,
for Jesus is bringing God's love to our earth.

Passing the Peace

We pass the peace (with a bow, or a wave, or a nod to our neighbours) to remind us of the light
of Christ that is in each of us, and that we are called to reconciliation and community.

Let us greet those around you with the Peace of Christ, saying:

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

Life and Work
Hymn I Saw Three Ships

1 I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas Day in the morning.

2 Pray whither sailed those ships all three,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day?
Pray whither sailed those ships all three,
On Christmas Day in the morning?

3 O they sailed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
O they sailed into Bethlehem,

On Christmas Day in the morning.

4 And all the bells on Earth shall ring,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
And all the bells on Earth shall ring,
On Christmas Day in the morning.

5 And all the angels in Heaven shall sing,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
And all the angels in Heaven shall sing,
On Christmas Day in the morning.

6 Then let us all rejoice again
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day
Then let us all rejoice again
On Christmas Day in the morning.



RECEIVING GOD’S WORD
Scripture
Isaiah 9:2, 67

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
% For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.

The zeal of God Almighty will accomplish this.

Luke 1:26-38

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village
in Galilee, ?’ to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of King David. *® Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The
Lord is with you!”

2% Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. ** “Don’t be afraid,
Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! *! You will conceive and give
birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. *> He will be very great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. ** And he will reign over
Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!”

33 “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God.

36 What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say
she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. *’ For the word of
God will never fail.”

38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come
true.” And then the angel left her.

The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.



Hymn The Angel Gabriel

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
"All hail," said he, “O lowly maiden Mary,
"most highly favored lady." Gloria!

2 "For know a blessed mother you shall be
All generations laud and honour thee
Your Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
most highly favored lady." Gloria!

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
"To me be as it pleases God," she said.
"My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name."
Most highly favored maiden, Gloria!

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say,
"Most highly favored lady." Gloria!

Hymn See Amid the Winter’s Snow VU 76

1 See amid the winter's snow,
born for us on earth below,
see, the tender Lamb appears,
promised from eternal years.

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn;
hail, redemption's happy dawn;
sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

2 Lo, within a manger lies
God who built the starry skies,
who enthroned in height sublime
sits amid the cherubim.

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn;
hail, redemption's happy dawn,;
sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.



3 Say, ye holy shepherds, say
what your joyful news today;
wherefore have ye left your sheep
on the lonely mountain steep?

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn;
hail, redemption's happy dawn;
sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

4 'As we watched at dead of night,
lo, we saw a wondrous light;
angels singing 'Peace on earth'
told us of the Saviour's birth.'

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn;
hail, redemption's happy dawn;
sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

5 Sacred infant, all divine,
what a mighty love was thine,
thus to come from highest bliss
down to such a world as this!

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn;
hail, redemption's happy dawn,;
sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Reflection

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Hymn God Rest You Merry, Gentleman (v. 1, 2, 3, 5)

1 God rest you merry, gentlemen let nothing you dismay,
for Jesus Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day
to save us all from Satan's pow'r when we were gone astray.



O tidings of comfort and joy,
comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy.

2 In Bethlehem of Judah this blessed babe was born
And laid within a manger upon that blessed morn
For which his mother Mary did nothing take in scorn

O tidings of comfort and joy,
comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy.

3 From God our heav'nly Father a blessed angel came
and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same;
how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.

O tidings of comfort and joy,
comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy.

5 Now to the Lord sing praises all you within this place,
and with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace;
this holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface.

O tidings of comfort and joy,
comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy.

Offering

In struggle and in joy, God is faithful to us.

We bring forth our offerings of time, talent or treasure,
to further our work in this community

Accept these gifts of our hearts and hands.

May they be multiplied and magnified

as the living presence of Christ in the world. Amen.

Hymn Sans Day Carol

1 Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk,
And Mary bore Jesus, all wrapped up in silk,
And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be,
And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly.



Holly! Holly!
And the first tree in the greenwood,
it was the holly!

Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass,
And Mary bore Jesus, who died on the cross,
And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be,
And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly.

Holly! Holly!
And the first tree in the greenwood,
it was the holly!

Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal,
And Mary bore Jesus, who died for us all.
And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be,
And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly.

Holly! Holly!
And the first tree in the greenwood,
it was the holly!

Prayers of the People

Loving God, as we approach the day of Christ's birth help us to throw wide the doors of our
hearts in preparation. Help us to sense the importance of what happened so long ago when Mary
was visited by the angel Gabriel, to remember the words of the angels and the prophets and the
teachers of old, and to celebrate all the promises that you made through them. Help us to take
firm hold of the meaning of all these things and to know in the depths of our being that even now
you are seeking to work in us and through us to fulfill the promises you have made.

May this Christmas season be for us and for those around us, a season of healing. May it be a
season of hope and of peace, of love and of joy; may it be a time of true sharing and of rejoicing
in all the earth.

We pray for those in need around us, for those who need a tender touch and a healing word.
We pray too, for the children of our world, for all those who have no home to call their own, all
those who hunger and thirst. Bless the humble and the powerless, and soften the hearts of those

who are full of pride, and those who are indifferent.

We ask these things with hope and praise in our hearts, our minds, and our souls, through Christ
Jesus who taught us when we pray to use these words...



Creator, in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Your dominion come, your will be done on earth, as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

For you reign eternally, in power and in glory,

For ever and ever, Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH

Hymn The First Noel VU 91
(v.1,2,3,5,6)

1 The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

2 They looked up and saw a star,
shining in the east, beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

3 And by the light of that same star
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

6 Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath bought.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.



Bread for the Journey
As we listen to the stories and songs of Advent, what promise of hope or healing is
waiting to take root in you this season?

Commissioning and Benediction

As we go forth from this place, may we discover waiting for us the shareable gifts of hope,
peace, love, joy and love, knowing we are not alone.

May the joy of the baby’s birth radiate in our souls, warming all we meet.
Go with God’s blessing and share these gifts with the world.
Amen.

Choral Response O Come all Ye Faithful (v. 1, 3, 4) VU 60

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem:
come and behold him, born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God in the highest:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Postlude

* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.
All rights reserved.
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