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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

  

May 18th, 2025 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Victoria Day Weekend 

 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Christ & Rainbow Candle 

You assure us, Jesus, that wherever two or three are gathered in your name, you are there.  

We light this candle to remind ourselves and to celebrate your constant presence.  

May we always seek your guiding light in our lives. Amen. 

    The candle is lit. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

We begin by acknowledging that we gather on the traditional and unceded territory of the 

Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit, and that this 

land is home to many diverse Indigenous nations.  

As we gather here at Birchcliff Bluffs United Church, we reflect on the responsibility we share in 

caring for this land, learning from its history, and working toward reconciliation. May we act 

with respect, humility, and a commitment to justice, as we strive to build a future where all 

peoples—Indigenous and non-Indigenous—can live together in harmony and respect.  

We offer our thanks for this land, its history, and the teachings it offers, and we 

commit ourselves to listening, learning, and walking in solidarity with Indigenous 

peoples in the pursuit of healing and justice. 

 

Opening Hymn Let Us With a Gladsome Mind   VU234 

 

     1  Let us with a gladsome mind 

         praise our God, forever kind; 

         whose great mercies still endure, 

                     ever faithful, ever sure. 
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   2  God, with all-commanding might, 

         filled the newmade world with light; 

         for God's mercies still endure, 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

  

       3  God has with a gracious eye 

         looked upon our misery; 

         for God's mercies still endure,  

ever faithful, ever sure. 

  

    4  All things living God does feed, 

         with full measure meets their need; 

         for God's mercies still endure,  

ever faithful, ever sure. 

  

    5  Let us then with gladsome mind, 

         praise our God, forever kind; 

         whose great mercies still endure, 

                     ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

Call to Worship 

In the tender night before the cross, Jesus spoke of glory. 

Not glory of crowns or conquest, but glory found in love. 

“As I have loved you,” he said, “so you must love one another.” 

This is our commandment, our calling, our courage. 

Come, beloved community, let us gather in Christ’s name. 

We come to remember, to be renewed, and to love again. 

Let us worship the One whose love knows no end. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Holy One, 

You who are Love beyond measure and mercy beyond comprehension— 

We gather in awe of the new commandment that is ancient and ever-fresh: 

to love one another as Christ has loved us. In this hour, shape our hearts, soften our 

fears, strengthen our resolve. May we worship not only with lips, but with lives that 

bear witness to your love. Through Christ, our teacher and friend, we pray. Amen. 

 

Hymn Faith Begins 

 

1  Faith begins by letting go, 

giving up what had seemed sure, 

taking risks and pressing on, 

though the way feels less secure: 
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pilgrimage both right and odd, 

trusting all our life to God. 

 

2  Faith endures by holding on, 

keeping memory’s roots alive 

so that hope may bear its fruit; 

promise-fed, our souls will thrive, 

not through merit we possess 

but by God’s great faithfulness. 

 

3  Faith matures by reaching out, 

stretching minds, engaging hearts, 

sharing struggles, living prayer, 

binding up the broken parts; 

till we find the commonplace 

ripe with witness to God’s grace. 
 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture John 13:31-35 

 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 

glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me, 

and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you 

a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 

one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 

 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn Grateful   MV 182 

 

Grateful for the life you give us, 

thankful for your Holy Son, 

joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, 

O God of Love. 

Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, 

thankful for your Holy Word, 

joyful in your mercy flowing, 

we will praise you. 
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    1  You are more than we imagine, 

         Ancient, Holy, Living God. 

         Even when we doubt your presence 

         you are faithful to your Word. 

 

Grateful for the life you give us, 

thankful for your Holy Son, 

joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, 

O God of Love. 

Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, 

thankful for your Holy Word, 

joyful in your mercy flowing, 

we will praise you. 

  

    2  May our lives proclaim your justice, 

         may our voices sing your praise. 

         May our hands work in your service 

         to the glory of your name. 

 

Grateful for the life you give us, 

thankful for your Holy Son, 

joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, 

O God of Love. 

Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, 

thankful for your Holy Word, 

joyful in your mercy flowing, 

we will praise you. 

 

Sermon   Love According to Jesus 

 

 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn The Love of God 

 

1 The love of God is greater far 

Than tongue or pen can ever tell. 

It goes beyond the highest star 

And reaches to the lowest hell. 

The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 

God gave His Son to win; 

His erring child He reconciled 
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And pardoned from his sin. 

  

O love of God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure 

The saints’ and angels’ song. 

 

2 When years of time shall pass away, 

And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall; 

When those who here refuse to pray, 

On rocks and hills and mountains call; 

God’s love, so sure, shall still endure, 

All measureless and strong; 

Redeeming grace to Adam’s race 

The saints’ and angels’ song. 

 

O love of God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure 

The saints’ and angels’ song. 

 

3 Could we with ink the ocean fill, 

And were the skies of parchment made; 

Were every stalk on earth a quill, 

And everyone a scribe by trade; 

To write the love of God above 

Would drain the ocean dry; 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Though stretched from sky to sky. 

 

O love of God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure 

The saints’ and angels’ song. 

 

 

Offering 

Holy and wondrous God, we honor you with gifts of time, resources, and abilities. Use all that 

we offer to bring hope and strength to our needy world.  

  

 

 

Offering Hymn          Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow   VU 541 
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low; 

give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

 

Prayers of the People  

Loving Christ, you washed feet and shared meals, you lifted the lowly and embraced the outcast. 

Your love did not come with conditions. Help us love like that. 

God of love, dwell among us. 

 

We pray for our world, torn by war, injustice, and division. Teach us the courage to be 

peacemakers, to challenge cruelty, and to embody grace. 

God of love, dwell among us. 

 

We pray for the church—here and everywhere— that we may be known not by our buildings or 

numbers, but by the depth of our compassion and the breadth of our welcome. 

God of love, dwell among us. 

 

We remember those who are sick, grieving, or weighed down by sorrow. Surround them with 

tenderness. Let your healing love be their shelter and strength. 

God of love, dwell among us. 

 

We lift up all those who love in quiet ways—those who care for others, those who show up, 

those who give without expecting return. Make their hidden faithfulness a song of glory. 

God of love, dwell among us. 

 

Receive all these prayers, spoken and unspoken, and make of us a people who love boldly and 

live justly. We pray all of this, using the ancient words you taught us, saying: 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  

Source of all that is and that shall be. 

Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn I Saw The Light 

 

I wandered so aimless, life filled with sin 

I wouldn't let my dear Saviour in 

Then Jesus came like a stranger in the night 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light 

 

I saw the light, I saw the light 

No more darkness, no more night 

Now I'm so happy, no sorrow in sight 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light 

 

Just like a blind man, I wandered alone 

Worries and fears I claimed for my own 

Then like the blind man that God gave back his sight 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light 

 

I saw the light, I saw the light 

No more darkness, no more night 

Now I'm so happy, no sorrow in sight 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light 

 

I was a fool to wander and stray 

For straight is the gate and narrow's the way 

Now I have traded the wrong for the right 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light 

 

I saw the light, I saw the light 

No more darkness, no more night 

Now I'm so happy, no sorrow in sight 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light 

 

Bread for the Journey 

Where in your life are you being called to love more boldly—more like Jesus—even 

when it’s difficult, uncomfortable, or goes unnoticed? 

 

Commissioning and Benediction 

Jesus said, “Love one another, as I have loved you.” 

We go now to live that love—bold, tender, and true. 

Let your love be the first word and the final gesture. 

In every place, with every person, let love be our witness. 

As Christ’s glory was revealed through love, 

May our lives shine with the same sacred light. 
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Beloved of God, 

go into the world with open hearts and willing hands. 

Let the love that Christ has shown you 

shine through your words, your work, and your way of being. 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the boundless love of God, 

and the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit 

go with you, now and always. 

Amen. 

 

Choral Response Go To The World   VU 420 

  

      Go to the world! Go into every place. 

         Go live the Word of God's redeeming grace. 

         Go seek God's presence in each time and space. 

         Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

  

      Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 

         for I am with you 'til the age shall end, 

         when all the hosts of glory cry 'Amen!' 

         Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

  

Postlude  
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 
 

 


