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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Rev. Dr. Ellen Redcliffe 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Betty McCulloch 

  

October 29, 2023 

MUSIC SUNDAY 

 

Guest Musicians:  Zoey Adams & Tony Quarington 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

 

With open hearts, open minds and an open door, we gather here today.  

We are conscious of the grace and peace that we all share and we are thankful for 

the flame that lights our way. 

 

The candle is lit. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

 

We now take a moment to acknowledge the sacred land beside the water on which Birchcliff 

Bluffs United Church stands. It has been a site of human activity for many thousands of years. 

This land is the territory of the Huron-Wendat and Petun First Nations, the Seneca, and most 

recently the Mississaugas of the Credit and Scugog, all part of the Williams Treaty.  We are 

grateful for the opportunity to live and work on this territory and we seek to be mindful of 

broken covenants and the need to strive to make right with all our relations. 

 

Opening Hymn My Soul Cries Out   MV 120 

 

1  My soul cries out with a joyful shout 

that the God of my heart is great, 

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 

that you bring to the ones who wait. 

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 

and my weakness you did not spurn, 
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so from east to west shall my name be blest. 

Could the world be about to turn? 

 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn! 

  

2  Though I am small, my God, my all, 

you work great things in me, 

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 

to the end of the age to be. 

Your very name puts the proud to shames, 

and to those who would for you yean, 

you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 

for the world is about to turn. 

 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn! 

  

3  From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 

not a stone will be left on stone. 

Let the king beware for your justice tears, 

ev’ry tyrant from his throne. 

The hungry poor shall weep no more, 

for the food they can never earn; 

there are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, 

for the world is about to turn. 

 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn! 

  

4  Though the nations rage from age to age, 

we remember who holds us fast: 

God’s mercy must deliver us  

from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 

This saving word that our forebears heard 

is the promise which holds us bound, 

‘til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
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who is turning the world around. 

 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn! 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn! 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

We pray for the power to be gentle; 

the strength to be forgiving; the patience to be understanding. 

 

We pray for the vision to see and the faith to believe 

 in a world emancipated from violence, 

 a new world where fear shall no longer lead us to commit injustice, 

 nor selfishness make us bring suffering to others. 

Help us to devote our whole life and thought and energy 

to the task of making peace, 

looking always for the inspiration and the power 

 to fulfill the destiny for which we and all humanity was created. 

Amen. 

 

Life and Work 

 

Hymn I’ve Got Peace Like a River  VU 577 

 

1  I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

  

2  I've got joy like a fountain, 

I've got joy like a fountain, 

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul. 

I've got joy like a fountain, 

I've got joy like a fountain, 

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul. 
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3  I've got love like an ocean, 

I've got love like an ocean, 

I've got love like an ocean in my soul. 

I've got love like an ocean, 

I've got love like an ocean, 

I've got love like an ocean in my soul. 

 

4  I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

  

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture 

  

Matthew 22:34-40 The Greatest Commandment 

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and 

one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 ‘Teacher, which commandment in the 

law is the greatest?’ 37 He said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 

And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 40 On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 

Romans 12:9-21 Marks of the True Christian 

 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the 

Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of 

the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; 

weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but 

associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for 

evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends 

on you, live peaceably with all.  

 
20 Instead, if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to 

drink. 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Musical Guest Q & A  

  

Reflection   

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn Make Me a Channel of Your Peace  VU 684 

 

1  Make me a channel of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me bring your love; 

where there is injury, your healing power, 

and where there's doubt, true faith in you: 

  

2  Make me a channel of your peace: 

where there's despair in life, let me bring hope; 

where there is darkness, only light; 

and where there's sadness, ever joy. 

 

O Spirit, grant that I may never seek 

so much to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

  

3  Make me a channel of your peace. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

in giving to all that we receive, 

and in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

  

Offering 

 

We leave an offering plate on the table where you entered. There is no obligation to give but we 

are grateful for the gifts we receive, and thankful that these gifts enable this church to continue 

its work in the community. 

 

Prayers of the People         

 

We pray today for peace; to eradicate all the misery in the world. 

We trust that someday understanding will triumph over ignorance, 

that generosity will triumph over indifference, 

that trust will triumph over contempt, 
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and that truth will triumph over falsehood. 

We lift our gazes not to what stands between us, 

but what stands before us. 

We close the divide, 

because we know that to put our future first,  

we must first put our differences aside. 

 

We now take a  moment to remember those we keep in our prayers. 

 

   Moment of silence 

 

And now, in the words we have been taught to pray, we sing... 

 

Creator, in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your dominion come, your will be done on earth, as in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread  

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors, 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For yours is eternity, the power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever, Amen. 

        

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn Make a Joyful Noise   VU p. 820 

 

Make a joyful noise all the earth! 

Worship your God with gladness. 

Make a joyful noise all the earth. 

Come to this place with a song! 

  

1  Know that your God has made you. 

Know it's to God we belong. 

And come to this place with joyfulness and praise. 

Worship your God with a song! 

 

Make a joyful noise all the earth! 

Worship your God with gladness. 

Make a joyful noise all the earth. 

Come to this place with a song! 

  

2  Enter these gates, thanks giving. 

Enter these courts with praise. 

Sing thanks to your God and bless the holy Name. 
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Worship your God with a song! 

 

Make a joyful noise all the earth! 

Worship your God with gladness. 

Make a joyful noise all the earth. 

Come to this place with a song! 

  

3  Ages through endless ages, 

seasons of endless years, 

the love of our Maker ever shall endure. 

Worship your God with a song! 

 

Make a joyful noise all the earth! 

Worship your God with gladness. 

Make a joyful noise all the earth. 

Come to this place with a song! 

  

Commissioning and Benediction 

 

Baha'i Prayer for Peace 

 

Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in adversity. 

Be fair in your judgment, and guarded in your speech. 

Be a lamp unto those who walk in darkness, and a home to the stranger. 

Be eyes to the blind, and a guiding light unto the feet of the erring. 

Be a breath of life to the body of humankind,  

a dew to the soil of the human heart,  

and a fruit upon the tree of humility.  

Amen. 

 

Choral Benediction Go Now In Peace 

 

Go now in peace, never be afraid 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true, 

Know God will guide you in all that you do. 

Go now in love and show you believe 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there, watching from above 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, amen, amen! 
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Postlude   

  

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 


