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WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Prelude
Welcome

Lighting the Christ & Rainbow Candle
We light a candle — to shine a light that also lives within us, a light that calls us to share the love
of Christ in every corner of the world.
We give thanks for the meaning and purpose Jesus offers to our living, calling us to
bring healing, hope, justice, and reconciliation to others. Amen.
The candle is lit.

Land Acknowledgement
We begin by acknowledging that we gather on the traditional and unceded territory of the
Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit, and that this
land is home to many diverse Indigenous nations.
As we gather here at Birchcliff Bluffs United Church, we reflect on the responsibility we share in
caring for this land, learning from its history, and working toward reconciliation. May we act
with respect, humility, and a commitment to justice, as we strive to build a future where all
peoples—Indigenous and non-Indigenous—can live together in harmony and respect.
We offer our thanks for this land, its history, and the teachings it offers, and we
commit ourselves to listening, learning, and walking in solidarity with Indigenous
peoples in the pursuit of healing and justice.

Opening Hymn Praise With Joy the World’s Creator VU 312

1 Praise with joy the world's Creator,
God of justice, love, and peace,
source and end of human knowledge,
God whose grace shall never cease.



Celebrate the Maker's glory,
power to rescue and release.

2 Praise to Christ who feeds the hungry,
frees the captive, finds the lost,
heals the sick, upsets religion,

fearless both of fate and cost.
Celebrate Christ's constant presence:
friend and stranger, guest and host.

3 Praise the Spirit sent among us,
liberating truth from pride,
forging bonds where race or gender,
age or nation dare divide.
Celebrate the Spirit's treasure:
foolishness none dare deride.

4 Praise the Maker, Christ, and Spirit,
one God in community,
calling Christians to embody
oneness and diversity.

This the world shall see reflected:
God is One and One in Three.

Call to Worship
Let us gather in the presence of God, our Creator.
Let us gather in the love of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Let us gather in the embrace of the Holy Spirit.
Let us gather as God’s people, created in promise, forgiven in love, and made new
by the Spirit’s breath.
Let us gather and worship God.

Passing the Peace
“Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you,” Jesus said to his disciples. Let us treat this gift

of Christ preciously and share it abundantly. Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ!

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Life and Work



Opening Prayer

Creator, Provider, Life Giver, in your image, you created us.

We give you thanks by offering to others love, joy, and peace.

Christ, Friend, Companion, in your heart, you hold us.

We hold you in our hearts by creating for others grace, faithfulness, and friendship.
Spirit, Comforter, Guide, in faith, you travel with us.

We travel with you by accompanying others in justice, mercy, and humility.

As you have provided for us, we will provide for others. As you have loved us, we
will love others. As you have accompanied us, we will accompany others in love, joy,
peace, in grace, faithfulness, and friendship, in justice, mercy, and humility. Amen.

Hymn Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above VU 216

1 Sing praise to God, who reigns above,
the God of all creation,
the God of power, the God of love,
the God of our salvation,;
with healing balm my soul is filled,
and every faithless murmur stilled:
to God all praise and glory!

2 What God's almighty power hath made,
God's gracious mercy keepeth:
by morning glow or evening shade
God's watchful eye ne'er sleepeth;
within the shelter of God's might,
lo! all is just and all is right:
to God all praise and glory!

3 Our God is never far away,
but through all grief distressing,
an ever-present help and stay,
our peace, and joy, and blessing;
as with a mother's tender hand,
God gently leads the chosen band:
to God all praise and glory!

4 Thus all my gladsome way along,
I sing aloud thy praises
that all may hear the grateful song
my voice unwearied raises.



Be joyful in your God, my heart!
Both soul and body take your part:
to God all praise and glory!

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Scripture Psalm 8

'O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory
above the heavens. 2> Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because
of your foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger. > When I look at your heavens, the work of
your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established;  what are humans that you are
mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? ° Yet you have made them a little lower than
God and crowned them with glory and honor. ® You have given them dominion over the works of
your hands; you have put all things under their feet,  all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of
the field, ® the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
? O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

John 16:12-15

12¢T gtill have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. > When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own but will speak
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. ¥ He will glorify me
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. !5 All that the Father has is mine. For this
reason [ said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn I Sing the Mighty Power of God VU 231

1 Ising the mighty power of God
that made the mountains rise,
that spread the flowing seas abroad,
and built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained
the sun to rule the day;
the moon shines full at God's command
and all the stars obey.

2 Ising the goodness of the One
who filled the earth with food;
who formed the creatures with a word,
and then pronounced them good.

O God, your wonders are displayed



where'er [ turn my eye;
if I survey the ground I tread,
or gaze upon the sky!

3 There's not a plant or flower below
but makes your glories known,;
and clouds arise, and tempests blow,
by order from your throne;
while all that borrows life from you
is ever in your care,
and everywhere that I may be,
you, God, are present there.

Sermon The Triune Mystery

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Hymn God, Whose Almighty Word VU 313

1 God, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard, and took their flight,
hear us, we humbly pray, and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray, let there be light.

2 Jesus, who came to bring
on your redeeming wing, healing and sight,
health to the troubled mind, sight to the Spirit-blind,
O now to humankind let there be light.

3 Spirit of truth and love,
lifegiving, holy dove, speed forth your flight;
move on the water's face, bearing the lamp of grace,
and 1in earth's darkest place let there be light.

4 Blessed and holy three,
glorious trinity, wisdom, love, might,
boundless as ocean's tide rolling in fullest pride,
through the world far and wide, let there be light.

Offering
Holy and wondrous God, we honor you with gifts of time, resources, and abilities. Use all that
we offer to bring hope and strength to our needy world.



May gifts both large and small become new life within this community and around the
worlds. Amen.

Offering Hymn Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow VU 541

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

Prayers of the People

O God of stars and sparrows,

You have set your glory above the heavens,

yet you stoop low to hear the cries of your people.

O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth.

Creator of all that was and is and ever shall be,

we marvel at your handiwork—

the moon and stars, oceans and oak trees,

the tender curve of a newborn's hand,

the wisdom that unfolds in unexpected places.

We pray for creation, groaning under the weight of our neglect.
Teach us to tend your world with reverence.

Spirit of truth, guide us into all wisdom.

Jesus, Word made flesh,

you walked among us in vulnerability and love.

We remember today those who feel small or forgotten:

the hungry, the unhoused, the grieving, the oppressed.

We lift up those suffering from war, from wildfires, from worry.

We name before you, in silence or aloud, those on our hearts...(Pause)
Christ of compassion, walk beside them.

Holy Spirit, breath of God,

you still whisper truth when we are ready to hear it.
Bless those who teach, who preach, who tell your story.
Bless the work of Rainbow Community Places,

and all who build sanctuaries of safety, dignity, and joy.
Make us bold in love, tender in justice,

and joyful in our calling.

Triune God—One in Three and Three in One—
hold us together in your mystery and your mercy.

Together, we pray, using the ancient words you taught to us:
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy Kindom come, thy will be done



on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kindom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH

Closing Hymn Like a Healing Stream MV 144

1 Like a healing stream in a barren desert,
Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth,
God is trickling through our lives
as in a dream unfolding,
promising revival and rebirth
like a healing stream

2 Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden,
Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed,
God is bubbling through the soil
to coax a new creation
yearning for an end to want and need
like a gentle rain.

3 Like ariver strong with a restless current,
Spirit water rushing on to distant shore,
God is carving out a channel
in a new direction,
calling for an end to hate and war
like a river strong.

4 Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons,
Spirit water with a love both deep and wide,
God is working in our hearts
to shape a new tomorrow:

God will alwlays challenge and provide!
Like a mighty sea, like a river strong,
like a gentle rain, like a healing stream.

Bread for the Journey
How do you experience God in different ways—as Creator, as Jesus, and as Spirit?



Commissioning and Benediction

Go now, held by the Creator who named the stars and knows your name.

Go, with Christ, who walked among us and calls us friend.

Go, filled with the Spirit, who will lead you into truth yet unfolding.

We go into the world—to live with wonder, to act with courage, to love with the fullness of
God’s holy mystery.

May the Creator cradle you in boundless love.

May Christ walk beside you in grace and in truth.
May the Spirit dance ahead of you, lighting your way.
And may the wild, holy mystery of the Trinity

bless you and keep you—this day and always.

Choral Response Dance with the Spirit MV156

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’,
walk with the Spirit throughout the long day.
Work and hope for the new life a-bornin’,
listen to the Spirit to show you the way.

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’,
move with the Spirit throughout the long day.
Work and hope for the new life a-bornin’,
listen to the Spirit to show you the way.

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’,
sing with the Spirit throughout the long day.
Work and hope for the new life a-bornin’,
listen to the Spirit to show you the way.

Postlude
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