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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Janet Bawcutt 

  

January 19th, 2025 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Long ago, before there was a world, before there was anything, before there was day or night, 

there was God, our Creator and Source of Life and Goodness. Then God said, “Let there be 

light.” 

We light this candle to remind us of that gift of light and love.     

The candle is lit. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

We now take a moment to acknowledge the sacred land beside the water on which Birchcliff 

Bluffs United Church stands. This land has been the home of Indigenous people and Nations 

long before colonial documentation of time. It is the land of the Wendat, Anishinaabe, 

Chippewa, Mississaugas of the Credit, and Haudenosaunee peoples. Ontario is covered by 46 

treaties and other agreements and is home to many Indigenous Nations from across Turtle Island, 

including the Inuit and the Metis. These treaties and other agreements, including the One Dish 

with One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, Treaty 13, and the Williams Treaties, are agreements 

to peaceably share and care for the land and its resources. Other Indigenous Nations, Europeans, 

and newcomers were invited into this covenant in the spirit of respect, peace, and friendship.  

We are all treaty people. Many of us, have come here as settlers, immigrants, 

newcomers in this generation, or generations past. We are mindful of broken 

covenants and we strive to make this right, with the land and with each other.  

 

Opening Hymn The Church’s One Foundation   VU 332 

(v 1, 2, 4, 5) 

 

       1  The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord; 

         we are his new creation by water and the Word; 
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         from heaven he came and sought us that we might ever be 

         his living servant people, by his own death set free. 

  

       2  Called forth from every nation, yet one o'er all the earth; 

         one charter of salvation: one God, one faith, one birth. 

         One holy name professing and at one table fed, 

         to one hope always pressing, by Christ's own Spirit led. 

  

       4  Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of our war, 

         we wait the consummation of peace forevermore; 

         till with the vision glorious our longing eyes are blest, 

         and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

  

       5  We now on earth have union with God the Three in One, 

         and share through faith communion with those whose rest is won. 

         Oh, happy ones, and holy! God, give us grace that we 

         like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 

 

Call to Worship 

Come, let us gather together in expectation. 

We come hoping to find Jesus in our midst. 

The one who opens our hearts 

and helps us discover God. 

The one who calls us to faith 

and reminds us of God’s love. 

The one who delights in surprising his people, 

a giver of good gifts, 

turning water into wine,  

giving hope when our hope has run out.  

Come, let us gather together in expectation.  

We come searching for Jesus in our midst. 

 

Passing the Peace 

We pass the peace (with a bow, or a wave, or a nod to our neighbours) to remind us of the light 

of Christ that is in each of us, and that we are called to reconciliation and community. 

  

Let us greet those around you with the Peace of Christ, saying: 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Life and Work 

 

Opening Prayer 

Gracious and loving God, 
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source of all wholeness, forgiveness, and mercy, 

may your Spirit heal those who are torn, 

mend those who are broken, 

and protect those who are fragile. 

Enable us, O God, 

through the gift of your steadfast love, 

to remember who we are and whose we are. 

In your love, may we be true and faithful disciples.  

We pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture Isaiah 62: 1-5 

 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her 

vindication shines out like the dawn and her salvation like a burning torch. 2 The nations shall see 

your vindication and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the 

mouth of the Lord will give. 3 You shall be a beautiful crown in the hand of the Lord and a royal 

diadem in the hand of your God. 4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no 

more be termed Desolate, but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her and your land Married, 

for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married. 5 For as a young man marries a 

young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so 

shall your God rejoice over you. 

 

John 2: 1-11        The Wedding at Cana 

 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, 

the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 

concern is that to me and to you? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, 

“Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of 

purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” 

And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the 

person in charge of the banquet.” So they took it. 9 When the person in charge tasted the water 

that had become wine and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 

the water knew), that person called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good 

wine first and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the 

good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee and revealed his 

glory, and his disciples believed in him. 

 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn All Praise to You   VU 297 

 

1  All praise to you, O God of all creation: 

         you made the world, and it is yours alone. 

         The planet earth you spun in its location 

         amid the stars adorning heaven's dome. 

         We lease the earth but for a life's duration, 

         yet for this life it is our cherished home. 

  

     2  With wondrous grace you clothed the earth in splendour; 

         with teeming life you filled the sea and land. 

         Instil in us a sense of awe and wonder 

         when we behold the bounty of your hand. 

         Then when we hear the voice of bird or thunder, 

         we hear the voice our faith can understand. 

  

       3  To tend the earth is our entrusted duty, 

         for earth is ours to use and not abuse. 

         O gracious God, true source of all resources, 

         forgive our greed that wields destruction's sword. 

         Then let us serve as wise and faithful stewards 

while earth gives glory to creation’s God. 

  

Sermon  The Wedding Feast of Cana 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn O Jesus, Let Me Walk With Thee   VU 560  

 

1  O Jesus, let me walk with thee 

in lowly paths of service free; 

teach me thy secret, help me bear 

the strain of toil, the fret of care. 

  

2  Help me the slow of heart to move 

with some clear, winning word of love; 

teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

and guide them in the homeward way. 

  

3  Teach me thy patience; still with thee, 

in closer, dearer company, 

in work that keeps faith sure and strong, 

in trust that triumphs over wrong, 
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4  in hope that sends a shining ray 

far down the future's broadening way, 

in peace that only thou canst give, 

with thee, O Jesus, let me live. 

 

Offering 

Generous God,  

you have given us so much—our lives, our resources, and your unfailing love. 

Bless what we give today, that it may bring hope to the hopeless and healing to the hurting. 

We offer these gifts with grateful hearts, trusting in your abundance. 

We dedicate our gifts and lives to your service with joy and thanksgiving. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

God of grace and love, we come before you, trusting in your promise that we are called by a new 

name, redeemed, and beloved. In this assurance, we bring our prayers for the world, our country, 

and our communities. 

 

God of hope, you will not rest until your righteousness shines like the dawn. We pray for a world 

longing for restoration. Where there is division, bring unity. Where there is despair, bring joy. 

Guide leaders across nations to work for peace and justice, especially in the face of conflict, 

poverty, and inequality. 

You rejoice over your people with gladness. Make us instruments of your justice and peace. 

 

God of abundance, as Jesus turned water into wine at the wedding in Cana, bring transformation 

where it is needed most. For communities affected by economic uncertainty, natural disasters, 

and climate crises, provide resources, courage, and hope to rebuild lives and livelihoods. 

You delight in your people, O God. Let your joy and provision overflow. 

 

God of reconciliation, we pray for the work of healing and justice in our nation. Where there are 

wounds caused by injustice and broken relationships, guide us to listen, learn, and act with 

humility. May the vision of your holy city—where all are cherished—spur us to build 

communities rooted in respect and love. 

You have called us by a new name. Help us to live as your redeemed people. 

 

God of the Church, we give thanks for the signs of your kindom breaking through in our midst. 

As Jesus revealed your glory at Cana, empower us to share your love with others. Strengthen 

your Church to be a beacon of light, reflecting your faithfulness to the world. 

You have clothed us in righteousness. May we bring your good news to all people. 

 

God of all comfort, we lift up those who are weary, grieving, or facing illness. Surround them 

with your love and bring them healing and peace. We pray for our community and all those who 

need to hear your assurance that they are not forgotten. 
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You call us your delight, O God. Help us to be your hands and feet, bringing comfort to 

others. 

 

God of new beginnings, as we look forward with hope, renew our hearts and minds. Equip us to 

live as faithful witnesses, bearing your light and sharing your joy. 

With joy and thanksgiving, we trust in your promises. 

 

And now, as a community of faith,  

we pray all this, using the ancient words you taught us, saying: 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 

Thy Kindom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kindom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

    

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn  I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me  VU 575  

 

1  I'm gonna live so God can use me 

anywhere now, anytime! 

I'm gonna live so God can use me 

anywhere now, anytime! 

  

2  I'm gonna work so God can use me 

anywhere now, anytime! 

I'm gonna work so God can use me 

anywhere now, anytime! 

          

3  I'm gonna pray so God can use me 

anywhere now, anytime! 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me 

anywhere now, anytime! 

          

4  I'm gonna sing so God can use me 

anywhere now, anytime! 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me 

anywhere now, anytime! 

 

Bread for the Journey 

Where is God calling you to pour out abundance in your life? 
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Commissioning and Benediction 

May the roots of our faith be planted so deep that, even in times when no rain falls and no rivers 

flow, we may thrive and flourish as God’s beloved people. 

May God’s love for us be a wellspring of life, and may we learn to freely share what 

we have been given. 

 

Look around you, dear people. God's joy is poured out for you so that you might be a blessing to 

others. God will continually walk and work with you, relieving your burdens and giving you 

strength. Go into God's world, rejoicing! Amen. 

 

Choral Response Let There be Peace on Earth 

 

Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me 

Let there be peace on earth 

The peace that was meant to be 

With God our Creator 

Family all are we 

Let us walk with each other 

In perfect harmony 

 

Let peace begin with me 

Let this be the moment now 

With every step I take 

Let this be my solemn vow 

To take each moment 

And live each moment 

In peace eternally 

Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me 

 

Postlude   

  

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 
 


