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Palm Sunday

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Prelude

Welcome

Land Acknowledgement
We begin by acknowledging that we gather on the traditional and unceded territory of the
Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit, and that this
land is home to many diverse Indigenous nations.
As we gather here at Birchcliff Bluffs United Church, we reflect on the responsibility we share in
caring for this land, learning from its history, and working toward reconciliation. May we act
with respect, humility, and a commitment to justice, as we strive to build a future where all
peoples—Indigenous and non-Indigenous—can live together in harmony and respect.
We offer our thanks for this land, its history, and the teachings it offers, and we
commit ourselves to listening, learning, and walking in solidarity with Indigenous
peoples in the pursuit of healing and justice.

Call to Worship
On this Palm Sunday, we remember the words of the prophet:
Pay attention, you king is coming to you, humble and mounted on a donkey.
We join the crowds who greeted Jesus:
Hosanna to the son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God!
And we respond with praise:
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest heaven!
Let us worship God, waving palms and scarves, singing together.

Opening Hymn Tell Me the Stories of Jesus VU 357

1 Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear,
things I would ask him to tell me if he were here:
scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea,
stories of Jesus, tell them to me.



2 First let me hear how the children stood round his knee,
and | shall fancy his blessing resting on me;
words full of kindness, deeds full of grace,

all in the lovelight of Jesus' face.

3 Tell me, in accents of wonder, how rolled the sea
tossing the boat in a tempest on Galilee!
And how the Master, ready and kind,
chided the billows and hushed the wind.

4 Into the city I'd follow the children's band,
waving a branch of the palm tree high in my hand,
one of his heralds, yes, | would sing
loudest hosannas! Jesus is king!

5 Show me that scene in the garden of bitter pain;
and of the cross where my Saviour for me was slain.
Sad ones or bright ones, so that they be
stories of Jesus, tell them to me.

Passing the Peace
We pass the peace (with a bow, or a wave, or a nod to our neighbours) to remind us of the light
of Christ that is in each of us, and that we are called to reconciliation and community.

Let us greet those around you with the Peace of Christ, saying:
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Life and Work

Opening Prayer
Holy Mystery, may we enter Jerusalem and experience the festivities, if only in our
imaginations. May we catch a glimpse of the One whom the crowds are shouting at.
In fact, may we truly encounter your new message in the interpretation of the
timeless tale of Palm Sunday. We ask this in the name of the Redeeming Christ.
Amen.

Lenten Candles: The Candle of Unity
One candle plus the Christ candle is lit

On this sixth Sunday of Lent, Palm Sunday, we light a candle to bring us together in a spirit of
unity. We rest in the glow of that candle now. (a moment of silence)



As we ponder how fractured and divided we can be as a people, it can be hard to trust that we
will ever be brought together in a real and lasting way. We grieve how unforgiving we can be to
each other and how much harm and hurt we can cause to one another by allowing our differences
to keep us apart.

As we move with Jesus into Jerusalem this Palm Sunday, we extinguish our candle of unity,
just for today, as we seek to learn new ways of respecting our differences and respecting each
other so that we can be together as one.

Hymn Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights VU 108

Throughout these Lenten days and nights,
we turn to walk the inward way,
where, meeting Christ, our guide and light,
we live in hope till Easter day.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Shower Curtain Productions:
The Road to Jerusalem
written by Beth Moore

HOSANNA, LOUD HOSANNA VU123

1 Hosanna, loud hosanna
the happy children sang;
through pillared court and temple
the joyful anthem rang;
to Jesus, who had blessed them
close folded to his breast,
the children sang their praises,
the simplest and the best.

2 From Olivet they followed
'mid an exultant crowd,
the victory palm branch waving,
and singing clear and loud,;
the Lord of earth and heaven
rode on in lowly state,
content that little children
should on his bidding wait.

3 'Hosanna in the highest!
That ancient song we sing,



Offering

Creator God,

for Christ is our Redeemer;
earth, let your anthems ring.
O may we ever praise him
with heart and life and voice,
and in his humble presence
eternally rejoice!

NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES VU186

1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been:
love is come again, like wheat arising green.

2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
thinking that he would never wake again,
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
love is come again, like wheat arising green.

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again, like wheat arising green.

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
love is come again, like wheat arising green.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

as we bless the gifts that we receive,
we ask that you bless the work of our lives and the love of our hearts this day,
offered in so many ways.
We share your desire to create better lives and a better community.
Let the soul of the world be restored in an ocean of your love. Amen.



Offering Hymn Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

Prayers of the People

Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
As we enter this holy week, we bring our prayers before God,
holding both joy and sorrow, hope and struggle.

Jesus entered Jerusalem with humility and love,
yet the crowds would soon turn away.
Where do we welcome Christ in our lives?
Where do we resist the call to follow?
God of mercy, help us walk in your way.

The world is aching for peace,
for justice, for healing.
Where do we witness suffering?
Where do we see new life breaking through?
God of compassion, make us instruments of your peace.

Many walk a lonely road—
those who are grieving, afraid, or in pain.
Who in our lives needs comfort?
How are we called to be bearers of love?
God of love, let your presence be known.

As we journey toward the cross,
we see the cost of love and the depth of grace.
What are we being asked to lay down?
What are we being called to take up?
God of courage, strengthen us for the path ahead.

Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
May we walk this holy road with open hearts,
trusting that love will have the final word.

And now, as a community of faith,
we pray all this, using the ancient words you taught us, saying:
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name

VU 541



Thy Kindom come, thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kindom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH
Closing Hymn Filled With Excitement

Filled with excitement all the happy throng
Spread cloaks and branches on the city streets
There in the distance they begin to see
Riding on a donkey comes the Son of God

From every corner a thousand voices sing
Praises to Him who comes in the Name of God
With one great shout of acclamation, loud
triumphant song breaks forth:

Hosanna, hosanna to the King
Hosanna, hosanna to the King
Hosanna, hosanna to the King
Hosanna, hosanna to the King

As in that entrance to Jerusalem
We sing hosannas to the Christ, our king
To our redeemer who still calls today
Asking us to follow him with love and faith.

From every corner a thousand voices sing
Praises to Him who comes in the Name of God
With one great shout of acclamation, loud
triumphant song breaks forth:

Hosanna, hosanna to the King

Hosanna, hosanna to the King

Hosanna, hosanna to the King

Hosanna, hosanna to the King
(repeat)



Bread for the Journey
As we journey from the joy of Palm Sunday to the shadows of Holy Week, where do we
see ourselves in the story—shouting hosanna, standing in silence, or walking alongside
Christ in the way of love?

Commissioning and Benediction
We have begun our journey with Jesus toward the cross. The cross will confront you with
power used selfishly.
We will carefully question the power we have and the powerful ones whom we
encounter.
The cross will remind you of loyalty overcome by fear.
We will carefully question those who affirm their loyalty and those who will not get
involved.
The cross will challenge you to acknowledge rampant injustice.
We open ourselves to understanding those who are exploited and vulnerable.
In hope and in faith, let us journey with Jesus toward the cross.

Go in peace,

with hosannas in your heart,
justice in your hands,

and love in your steps.

May Christ walk beside you,
the Spirit uphold you,

and God’s grace sustain you—
now and always.

Amen.

Choral Response Go Now In Peace

Go now in peace, never be afraid
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true,
Know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love and show you believe
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there, watching from above
Go now in peace, in faith and in love.
Amen, amen, amen!

Postlude

* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license A-737645. All rights reserved.



