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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Tricia Reid 

  

January 12th, 2025 

Baptism of the Lord 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Long ago, before there was a world, before there was anything, before there was day or night, 

there was God, our Creator and Source of Life and Goodness. Then God said, “Let there be 

light.” 

We light this candle to remind us of that gift of light and love.     

The candle is lit. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

We now take a moment to acknowledge the sacred land beside the water on which Birchcliff 

Bluffs United Church stands. This land has been the home of Indigenous people and Nations 

long before colonial documentation of time. It is the land of the Wendat, Anishinaabe, 

Chippewa, Mississaugas of the Credit, and Haudenosaunee peoples. Ontario is covered by 46 

treaties and other agreements and is home to many Indigenous Nations from across Turtle Island, 

including the Inuit and the Metis. These treaties and other agreements, including the One Dish 

with One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, Treaty 13, and the Williams Treaties, are agreements 

to peaceably share and care for the land and its resources. Other Indigenous Nations, Europeans, 

and newcomers were invited into this covenant in the spirit of respect, peace, and friendship.  

We are all treaty people. Many of us have come here as settlers, immigrants, 

newcomers in this generation, or generations past. We are mindful of broken 

covenants and we strive to make this right, with the land and with each other.  

 

Opening Hymn Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (1, 2, 4) VU 101 

 

1  Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

                     Jesus Christ, to you we raise, 

         manifested by the star 
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                     to the sages from afar; 

         branch of royal David's stem 

                     in your birth at Bethlehem; 

         anthems be to you addressed, 

                     God in flesh made manifest. 

  

      2  Manifest at Jordan's stream, 

                     Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 

         and at Cana wedding guest, 

                     in your Godhead manifest; 

         manifest in power divine, 

                     changing water into wine; 

         anthems be to you addressed, 

                     God in flesh made manifest. 

  

      4  Grant us grace to see you, Lord, 

                     mirrored in your holy Word; 

         with your grace our lives endow, 

                     grace to imitate you now, 

         that we like to you may be 

                     at your great epiphany, 

         anthems be to you addressed, 

                     God in flesh made manifest. 

  

 

Call to Worship 

The people waited expectantly, searching for the Messiah. 

And we come today, waiting with hope, longing for God’s presence among us. 

God speaks to us through the prophet Isaiah: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 

called you by name, you are mine.” 

When we pass through deep waters, God is with us; when we walk through fire, we 

are not burned. 

As Jesus was baptized, the heavens opened, and the Spirit descended like a dove. 

A voice declared, “You are my beloved; with you, I am well pleased.” 

Come, beloved of God, redeemed and called by name. Let us worship the One who creates, 

redeems, and sustains us! 

We come to worship with joy, trusting in God’s promises and ready to follow the 

Spirit’s call. 

 

Passing the Peace 

We pass the peace (with a bow, or a wave, or a nod to our neighbours) to remind us of the light 

of Christ that is in each of us, and that we are called to reconciliation and community. 
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Let us greet those around you with the Peace of Christ, saying: 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Life and Work 

 

Opening Prayer 

Loving and faithful God, 

We come before you today, grateful for your presence among us.  

You have called us by name and claimed us as your own.  

As we gather in worship, remind us of your promises:  

that you walk with us through deep waters,  

and your love surrounds us in every trial. 

Open the heavens once again, O God.  

Let your Spirit descend upon us, filling our hearts with hope and courage.  

May we hear your voice calling us beloved, and may we respond with faith and joy. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture Isaiah 43:1-7 
1 But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not 

fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. 2 When you pass 

through the waters, I will be with you, and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3 For I 

am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush 

and Seba in exchange for you. 4 Because you are precious in my sight and honored and I love 

you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5 Do not fear, for I am with 

you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; 6 I will say to 

the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and 

my daughters from the end of the earth - 7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created 

for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22             The Baptism of Jesus 
15 As the people were filled with expectation and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 

John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 

with water, but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the strap of 

his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his 

hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary, but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.” 21 Now when all the people were baptized and when Jesus also had 

been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon 
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him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn When Jesus Came to Jordan 

 

When Jesus came to Jordan 

To be baptized by John, 

He did not come for pardon, 

But as the sinless one. 

He came to share repentance 

With all who mourn their sins, 

To speak the vital sentence 

With which good news begins. 

 

He came to share temptation, 

Our utmost woe and loss, 

For us and our salvation 

To die upon the cross. 

So when the Dove descended 

On him, the Son of Man, 

The hidden years had ended, 

The age of grace began. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us 

To keep the vows we make, 

This very day invade us, 

And every bondage break. 

Come, give our lives direction, 

The gift we covet most: 

To share the resurrection 

That leads to Pentecost. 

  

Sermon   Swimming with Jellyfish 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn Like a Healing Stream   MV 144  

 

1 Like a healing stream in a barren desert, 

Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth, 

God is trickling through our lives 
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as in a dream unfolding, 

promising revival and rebirth 

like a healing stream 

  

2  Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden, 

Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed, 

God is bubbling through the soil 

to coax a new creation 

yearning for an end to want and need 

like a gentle rain. 

  

3  Like a river strong with a restless current, 

Spirit water rushing on to distant shore, 

God is carving out a channel 

in a new direction, 

calling for an end to hate and war 

like a river strong. 

  

4  Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons, 

Spirit water with a love both deep and wide, 

God is working in our hearts 

to shape a new tomorrow: 

God will always challenge and provide! 

Like a mighty sea, like a river strong, 

like a gentle rain, like a healing stream. 

  

Offering 

Generous God,  

you have given us so much—our lives, our resources, and your unfailing love. 

Bless what we give today, that it may bring hope to the hopeless and healing to the hurting. 

We offer these gifts with grateful hearts, trusting in your abundance. 

We dedicate our gifts and lives to your service with joy and thanksgiving. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

God of grace and love, we come before you, trusting in your promise that we are called by name, 

redeemed, and beloved. In this assurance, we bring our prayers for the world, our country, and 

our communities. 

 

God of the nations, we pray for Canada in this time of challenge and change. In the face of 

economic uncertainty, climate emergencies, and reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, guide 

our leaders to act with wisdom and justice. 

When we pass through deep waters, you are with us.  

Strengthen us to work for justice and healing. 
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God of compassion, we pray for those affected by natural disasters across the world—floods, 

wildfires, and severe weather. Bring comfort to those who have lost homes and livelihoods and 

courage to rebuild with hope. 

When we walk through fire, we shall not be burned.  

Surround them with your steadfast love. 

 

God of reconciliation, we remember the ongoing work of truth and justice with Indigenous 

peoples. Help us to listen, learn, and act with humility, that we may honor treaties and build 

relationships rooted in respect. 

Teach us to walk together as one people in your love. 

 

God of the Church, we give thanks for the baptism of Jesus, who shows us what it means to live 

faithfully. May your Spirit descend upon us as we seek to follow his example in our words and 

actions. 

You have called us by name, and we are yours.  

Help us to share your love with the world. 

 

God of all comfort, we pray for those in our community who are struggling—those facing 

illness, grief, or loneliness. May they hear your voice reminding them that they are beloved and 

never alone. 

Bring them peace and strength, O God,  

and help us to be instruments of your care. 

 

God of new beginnings, as we enter this new year, renew our hearts and minds. Equip us to live 

as your witnesses, reflecting your light in the world. 

With joy and thanksgiving, we trust in your promises,  

for you are our Creator and Redeemer. 

 

And now, as a community of faith,  

we pray all this, using the ancient words you taught us, saying: 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 

Thy Kindom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kindom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn Shine, Jesus, Shine 

 

God, the light of your love is shining. 

In the midst of the darkness shining. 

Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us. 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us. 

Shine on me. Shine on me. 

 

Shine, Jesus shine, 

Fill this land with your radiant glory 

Blaze, Spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river flow 

Flood the nation with grace and mercy. 

Send forth your word, God 

and let there be light. 

 

God, I come to your awesome presence 

From the shadows into your radiance, 

By your blood I may enter your brightness, 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me. Shine on me. 

 

Shine, Jesus shine, 

Fill this land with your radiant glory 

Blaze, Spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river flow 

Flood the nation with grace and mercy. 

Send forth your word, God 

and let there be light. 

 

As we gaze on Your holy brightness 

So our faces display your likeness, 

Ever changing from Glory to Glory, 

Nearer here may our lives tell Your story. 

Shine on me. Shine on me 

 

Shine, Jesus shine, 

Fill this land with your radiant glory 

Blaze, Spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river flow 

Flood the nation with grace and mercy. 
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Send forth your word, God 

and let there be light. 

 

Bread for the Journey 

How does knowing that you are called by name, redeemed, and beloved by God inspire 

you to face challenges, extend love to others, and work for justice and reconciliation in 

your community? 

 

Commissioning and Benediction 

Go now into the world as beloved children of God.  

Walk through the waters of life unafraid, for God is with you.  

Share the good news of Christ’s baptism and God’s love,  

so that all may know they are called by name and precious in God’s sight. 

We will go with courage and compassion, following the Spirit’s call  

and living as witnesses to God’s love in action. 

 

May the God who created and redeemed you surround you with peace. 

May the Spirit who descended upon Jesus fill you with power and purpose. 

And may the love of Christ shine through you, bringing hope, healing, and reconciliation to the 

world. 

Go now in the strength of God’s promise: you are beloved and never alone. Amen. 

 

Choral Response Go Now In Peace 

 

Go now in peace, never be afraid 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true, 

Know God will guide you in all you do. 

Go now in love and show you believe 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there, watching from above 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, amen, amen! 

  

Postlude   

  

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 
 


