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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Mary Cannings 

  

June 8th, 2025 

Day of Pentecost 

Union Sunday 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Christ & Rainbow Candle 

You assure us, Jesus, that wherever two or three are gathered in your name, you are there.  

We light this candle to remind ourselves and to celebrate your constant presence.  

May we always seek your guiding light in our lives. Amen. 

    The candle is lit. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

We begin by acknowledging that we gather on the traditional and unceded territory of the 

Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit, and that this 

land is home to many diverse Indigenous nations.  

As we gather here at Birchcliff Bluffs United Church, we reflect on the responsibility we share in 

caring for this land, learning from its history, and working toward reconciliation. May we act 

with respect, humility, and a commitment to justice, as we strive to build a future where all 

peoples—Indigenous and non-Indigenous—can live together in harmony and respect.  

We offer our thanks for this land, its history, and the teachings it offers, and we 

commit ourselves to listening, learning, and walking in solidarity with Indigenous 

peoples in the pursuit of healing and justice. 

 

Opening Hymn The Church's One Foundation (1, 2, 4, 5)  VU 331 

 

     1  The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord; 

         we are his new creation by water and the Word; 

         from heaven he came and sought us that we might ever be 

         his living servant people, by his own death set free. 
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       2  Called forth from every nation, yet one o'er all the earth; 

         one charter of salvation: one God, one faith, one birth. 

         One holy name professing and at one table fed, 

         to one hope always pressing, by Christ's own Spirit led. 

   

      4  Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of our war, 

         we wait the consummation of peace forevermore; 

         till with the vision glorious our longing eyes are blest, 

         and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

  

       5  We now on earth have union with God the Three in One, 

         and share through faith communion with those whose rest is won. 

         Oh, happy ones, and holy! God, give us grace that we 

         like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 

  

Call to Worship 

We are called to be the Church, 

not only on Sunday mornings as we gather, not only when it suits us, but always and 

in every place. 

We are called to celebrate God’s presence, 

through song, through prayer, through action and care for one another, within these 

four walls and beyond. 

We are called to live with respect in creation. 

Though the voice of creation comes to us in many languages and forms, we are 

called to be attentive, to collaborate, and to follow. 

We are called to love and serve others, 

and we do this, not because of our own rules and laws, but because it is God who 

asks us to do it, by Christ’s example. 

We are called to seek justice and resist evil. 

We do so every time we intentionally take time to notice injustice, because evil does 

not always take the shape we expect. Yet love and service are always in season. 

We are called to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 

Our hope rests in the knowledge that pain, suffering, and even death are only parts 

of a bigger journey. We trust that Christ will heal our brokenness and that as those 

who follow Christ, it is possible to celebrate our freedom from bondage. 

We are called to be the church. God is with us. We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Passing the Peace 

We pass the peace (with a bow, or a wave, or a nod to our neighbours) to remind us of the light 

of Christ that is in each of us, and that we are called to reconciliation and community. 
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Let us greet those around you with the Peace of Christ, saying: The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Life and Work 

 

Opening Prayer 

In celebration and in affirmation of our purpose, let us pray: 

Holy Trinity, we are grateful for the 100 years of the United Church of Canada, 

with all its successes and all its failures to live your love in this world. 

 

Empowering Spirit, we celebrate your call to deep spirituality, bold discipleship, 

and daring justice. Forgive us when we think we are not able to live this calling, 

when we just want to give up and let the church fade away. 

 

Gracious God, we are humbled by the embrace within which you love us. May you 

continue to transform this United Church denomination, each of us and all of us for 

your purpose in this world. May you enliven us as your disciples, in Christ’s name. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn All People That On Earth Do Dwell  VU 822 

 

    1  All people that on earth do dwell, 

         sing out your faith with cheerful voice; 

         delight in God whose praise you tell, 

         whose presence calls you to rejoice. 

  

    2  Know that there is one God, indeed, 

         who fashions us without our aid, 

         who claims us, gives us all we need, 

         whose tender care will never fade. 

  

      3  Enter the sacred gates with praise; 

         with joy approach the temple walls. 

         Extol and bless our God always 

         as people whom the Spirit calls. 

  

     4  Proclaim again that God is good, 

         whose mercy is forever sure, 

         whose truth at all times firmly stood, 

         and shall from age to age endure. 

 

 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
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Scripture Acts 2:1-21 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 

each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 

and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 

we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying 

to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 

wine.” 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not 

drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken 

through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my 

Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 

see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and 

women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show 

portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s 

great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (1, 2, 3, 5)  VU 326  

      (Tune: VU 75) 

      1  O for a thousand tongues to sing 

         my great Redeemer's praise, 

         the glories of my God and King, 

         the triumphs of God's grace. 

  

    2  Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 

         that bids our sorrows cease; 

         'tis music in the sinner's ears, 

         'tis life and health and peace. 
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      3  He speaks, and listening to his voice, 

         new life the dead receive, 

         the mournful broken-hearts rejoice, 

         the humble poor believe. 

  

     5  My gracious Master and my God, 

         assist me to proclaim, 

         to spread through all the earth abroad 

         the honours of your name. 
   

Sermon   Sending Forth Your Spirit 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn O God of Bethel   VU650  

 

     1  O God of Bethel, by whose hand 

         your people still are fed, 

         who through this earthly pilgrimage 

         have all your servants led: 

  

       2  our vows, our prayers, we now present 

         before your throne of grace. 

         God of past ages, be the God 

         of each succeeding race. 

  

       3  Through each perplexing path of life 

         our wandering footsteps guide; 

         give us each day our daily bread, 

         and shelter fit provide. 

  

      4  O spread your covering wings around, 

         till all our wanderings cease, 

         and at our God's beloved abode 

         our souls arrive in peace. 

  

Offering 

Holy One, bless our unity. Bless our intention of unity. Let our lives be witnesses to you. 

Let our hearts beat as one heart. 

Bless our resources and multiply them as they work in unison. Bless our connections 

and strengthen them. Bless us so we may bless others. Amen. 
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Offering Hymn          We Give You But Your Own    VU 542 

 

We give you but your own, 

whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is yours alone, 

we give it gratefully. 

 

Prayers of the People  

Let us come before God in prayer. When I say, “Come, Holy Spirit,” you are invited to respond, 

“Renew and inspire your Church.” 

Spirit of fire and wind, breath of the living God— 

On this Pentecost Sunday, we give thanks for your power and presence. You swept through that 

upper room long ago, and you sweep through us still—whispering, roaring, stirring us to life. 

We give thanks for the ways you speak across boundaries of language, culture, and time. 

We praise you for the courage you plant in the hearts of prophets, and the healing you offer 

through community. 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew and inspire your Church. 

Today, we also celebrate a great cloud of witnesses: 

One hundred years of the United Church of Canada— 

A union born of hope, sustained by grace, and always unfinished. 

We remember the congregations who opened their doors and their hearts. 

The elders who passed down faith and song. 

The activists who walked alongside the marginalized. 

The young people who imagined new ways of being Church. 

And the countless ordinary saints who quietly loved their neighbours. 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew and inspire your Church. 

For the ways we have fallen short— 

In our silence, in our complicity, in our clinging to comfort— 

Forgive us, O God. 

For the harm we have caused Indigenous peoples, 

For the barriers we’ve placed before queer and trans siblings, 

For every time we feared difference more than we trusted love— 

Heal us, and lead us toward reconciliation. 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew and inspire your Church. 

May the next century be shaped by a Pentecost people— 

Bold in justice, deep in spirituality, daring in love. 

Kindle in us a holy restlessness: 

To dream dreams and see visions, 

To speak hope in many tongues, 

To live out your gospel with humility and joy. 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew and inspire your Church. 
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We pray for our world, aching and beautiful— 

For lands scorched by war and greed, 

For communities silenced by oppression, 

For youth yearning to belong, 

For elders yearning to be remembered. 

Pour out your Spirit on all flesh, 

And make us instruments of peace. 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew and inspire your Church. 

Gather us in, O God— 

Across generations, identities, and geographies. 

Like the first disciples at Pentecost, may we be bound not by uniformity, 

But by a shared fire: 

To love, to serve, and to follow Christ. 

We pray all of this, using the ancient words you taught us, saying: 

 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kindom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

Kindom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

    

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn When I Survey the Wondrous Cross   VU149 

 

      1  When I survey the wondrous cross 

         on which the Prince of glory died, 

         my richest gain I count but loss, 

         and pour contempt on all my pride. 

  

       2  Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

         save in the death of Christ, my God: 

         all the vain things that charm me most, 

         I sacrifice them to his blood. 

  

      3  See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

         sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

         Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 

         or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

  

    4  Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

         that were a present far too small: 

         love so amazing, so divine, 

         demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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Bread for the Journey 

Reflecting on 100 years of the United Church and looking to the next 100 years, what 

new languages is the Spirit calling us to speak now? 

 

Commissioning and Benediction 

As we leave this place, we are accompanied by the same Spirit that journeyed with our 

ancestors in faith. 

May we be guided by these saints from our rich past – having learned from both 

their wisdom and their mistakes. 

May we be as courageous and visionary as the current batch of disciples, inspired to new 

ways of being the church in this time and place, while being nourished and sustained by 

roots that have grown for millennia. 

May we continue to proclaim and share the Good News of God’s Love, which, from 

age to age, never changes! 

We are the Body of Christ, my friends. May this be always celebrated in ways that bring 

the transformation and new life God dreams of. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Go now in deep faith, with bold hearts and daring hope. 

Rooted in Spirit, rise in discipleship. 

Claim justice with courage. 

And may the blessing of God go with you, 

now and always. Amen. 

 

Choral Response Go Now In Peace 

 

Go now in peace, never be afraid 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true, 

Know God will guide you in all you do. 

Go now in love and show you believe 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there, watching from above 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, amen, amen! 

Postlude   

  

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 


