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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Rev. Dr. Ellen Redcliffe 

Minister of Community Development: Rev. Carmen Llanos 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Betty McCulloch 

  

December 24th, 2022 

Christmas Eve Service – 7:30 P.M. 

 

 WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

 

Sing-along: 

 Santa Claus Is Coming to Town 

 

You better watch out, You better not cry 

You better not pout,  I'm telling you why 

Santa Claus is comin' to town 

 

He's making a list and checking it twice 

gonna find out who's naughty or nice 

Santa Claus is comin' to town 

 

He sees you when you're sleeping  

He knows when you're awake 

He knows if you've been bad or good  

So be good for goodness sake 

So you better watch out You better not cry 

You better not pout I'm telling you why 

Santa Claus is comin' to town 

 

The kids in girl and boyland will have a jubilee 

They're gonna build a toyland all around the Christmas tree 

So you better watch out, You better not cry 

You better not pout I'm telling you why 

Santa Claus is comin' 

Santa Claus is comin' 

Santa Claus is comin' to town 
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Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 

 

You know Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen 

Comet and Cupid and Donner and Blitzen 

But do you recall the most famous reindeer of all?  

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 

Had a very shiny nose 

And if you ever saw it 

You would even say it glows 

All of the other reindeer 

Used to laugh and call him names 

They never let poor Rudolph 

Join in any reindeer games 

Then one foggy Christmas Eve 

Santa came to say 

"Rudolph, with your nose so bright 

Won't you guide my sleigh tonight?" 

Then how the reindeer loved him 

As they shouted out with glee 

"Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 

You'll go down in history" 

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 

Had a very shiny nose 

And if you ever saw it 

You would even say it glows 

All of the other reindeer 

Used to laugh and call him names 

They never let poor Rudolph 

Join in any reindeer games 

Then one foggy Christmas Eve 

Santa came to say 

"Rudolph, with your nose so bright 

Won't you guide my sleigh tonight?" 

Then how the reindeer loved him 

As they shouted out with glee 

"Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 

You'll go down in history" 
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White Christmas 

 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas  

Just like the ones I used to know 

Where the treetops glisten and children listen  

to hear sleigh bells in the snow 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas  

With every Christmas card I write 

May your days be merry and bright  

And may all your Christmas' be white 

 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas  

Just like the ones I used to know 

Where the treetops glisten and children listen  

to hear sleigh bells in the snow 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas  

With every Christmas card I write 

May your days be merry and bright  

And may all your Christmas' be white 

 

 

Prelude   

      

Call to Worship 

   

Glory to God in the highest 

 And hope to all who are weary and worried. 

1st candle is lit  

Glory to God in the highest 

And peace to all who are struggling and lonely. 

2nd candle is lit 

 

Glory to God in the highest 

And joy to those who celebrate and those who wish they felt like celebrating. 

3rd candle is lit 

 

Glory to God in the highest 

 And love to each one of us. 

4th candle is lit 

 

Glory to God in the highest 

 For Christ is reborn this night,  

Christ candle is lit 
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Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem  VU 64 

 

1  O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 

  

2  For Christ is born of Mary; 

and gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

and peace to all on earth. 

  

4  O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in; 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Let us pray: 

God of Christmas, we are here to celebrate the unimaginable love you share so generously 

through your Son, Jesus.  

You call each one of us by name and bless us. So we come to celebrate the wonder of 

this night. Amen 

 

 

Hymn O Come all Ye Faithful   VU 60 

 

1  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 

come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

  

3  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
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sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

glory to God in the highest: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

  

4  See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle, 

leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 

we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

  

5   Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

 

  

Scripture Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 
 You have enlarged the nation 

    and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as people rejoice at the harvest, 

For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

 

Psalm 96 

Sing to the LORD a new song; 

    sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 

    proclaim his salvation day after day. 

For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 

    he is to be feared above all gods. 
 Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, 

    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
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 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

    let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 
 Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, 

    he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness 

    and the people in his faithfulness. 

 

 

Hymn  Angels We Have Heard on High  VU 38 

 

1  Angels we have heard on high 

sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply, 

echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

  

2  Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

which inspire your heavenly song? 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

  

3   Come to Bethlehem and see 

Christ whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee 

Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

  

4  See him in a manger laid, 

whom the choirs of angels praise; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 

while our hearts in love we raise. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Sermon The Innkeeper’s Son 
 

Solo  O Holy Night 

 

Communion 

God be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
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We lift them up to God. 

 Let us give thanks to God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

God of all times and places, we gather at your table of grace to recall your vision of hope for all 

people and for your world.  

Through Abraham and Sarah, you revealed your promise in the surprise of a child.  

Through your prophets, you called your people to make way for peace and justice. In Jesus, you 

revealed your way of forgiveness and love.  

Through the ever-circling year, your Word discloses to us—again and anew—your promise for 

the restoration of all creation.  

As we gather to share this sign of hope and fulfillment, we remember Jesus, the child born into 

obscurity, amid fear and uncertainty.  

 

We remember Jesus, the One who blazed a new and risky path of extravagant generosity and of 

passionate concern: temple-shaker, world-maker, rule-breaker, risk-taker; the author and finisher 

of our faith.  

We remember Jesus’ self-giving love and the offer of himself for others,  

 

 On that night, in the midst of great confusion and fear, Jesus broke bread with friends, saying, 

“This is my body, which I give for you and for all. When you do this, remember me.”  

 

With a blessing, he took the cup and offered it to them saying: “This cup is God’s covenant 

which is given for all. When you drink this, remember me 

 

God of All, we pray for your people. For those who are afraid and oppressed, may you give 

courage. For those suffering conflict and fear, may you bring peace. For those who long for 

food and water, may they be filled. For those who long for justice, may it be fulfilled. We 

pray also for ourselves and our community. That those in hospital and in care feel your 

strength. That those who are alone and anxious feel you near. That those who are ill in 

body and in spirit be comforted. That our friends and family be blessed by healing and 

love.  

 

We now take a moment to remember those we keep in our prayers. 

   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever, Amen.      

  

 

 

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 
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Closing Hymn Silent Night  

 

1  Silent night! Holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

  

2  Silent night! Holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight: 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 

Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born. 

  

3  Silent night! Holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

 

Benediction & Commissioning  

 

 

Postlude  

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 
Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Year C  Christmas Eve 

Sunday Dec 24, 2022 

 

Titus 2:11-14  New Revised Standard Version 

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,[a] 12 training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, 

and godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=titus+2%3A11-14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29903a
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God and Savior,[b] Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from 

all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 

Luke 2:1-20  New Revised Standard Version 

The Birth of Jesus 

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went 

to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place in the guest room.[a] 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[b] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel 

a multitude of the heavenly host,[c] praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[d] 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 

to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 
17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, just as it had been told them. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=titus+2%3A11-14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29905b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2%3A1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24973a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2%3A1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24977b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2%3A1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24979c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2%3A1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24980d

