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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Beth Moore 

  

April 27th, 2025 

 

80th ANNIVERSARY OF VICTORY IN EUROPE DAY 

MUSIC SERVICE 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Candles 

 

As we light our candles today, we remember that eight decades ago the world was on the brink 

of peace for the first time in 6 years. May the flame of peace continue to burn brightly for all to 

see. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

We begin today by acknowledging that we gather on the traditional territory of the Anishinaabe, 

Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit. May we act with respect, 

humility, and a commitment to justice, as we strive to build a future where all peoples can live 

together in harmony and respect.  

We offer our thanks for this land, its history, and the teachings it offers, and we 

commit ourselves to walking in solidarity with Indigenous peoples in the pursuit of 

healing and justice. 

 

Opening Song All People Than On Earth Do Dwell VU p.822 

 

      1  All people that on earth do dwell, 

         sing out your faith with cheerful voice; 

         delight in God whose praise you tell, 

         whose presence calls you to rejoice. 

  

    2  Know that there is one God, indeed, 
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         who fashions us without our aid, 

         who claims us, gives us all we need, 

         whose tender care will never fade. 

  

      3  Enter the sacred gates with praise; 

         with joy approach the temple walls. 

         Extol and bless our God always 

         as people whom the Spirit calls. 

 

    4  Proclaim again that God is good, 

         whose mercy is forever sure, 

         whose truth at all times firmly stood, 

         and shall from age to age endure. 

   

Call to Worship 

O give thanks unto our God, for He is good, and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

Passing the Peace 

We pass the peace (with a bow, or a wave, or a nod to our neighbours) to remind us of the light 

that is in each of us, and that we are called to reconciliation and community. 

  

Let us greet those around you with Peace, saying: 

Peace be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Life and Work 

 

Opening Prayer 

Almighty and everlasting God who brings peace unto the ends of the earth, we praise and 

magnify Your great mercy which has brought us to this hour. We bless Your holy name that 

earth, sea and sky may remain safe; that guns be silenced, and that peace shall reign forever 

more. Amen. 

 

Hymn                Praise My Soul The God of Heaven  VU 240 

 
     1 Praise, my soul, the God of heaven, 

                     glad of heart your carols raise; 

         ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

                     who, like me, should sing God's praise. 

         Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

                     Praise the Maker all your days! 

  

       2  Praise God for the grace and favour 
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                     shown our forebears in distress; 

         God is still the same forever, 

                     slow to chide and swift to bless. 

         Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

                     Sing our Maker's faithfulness! 

  

      3  Like a loving parent caring, 

                     God knows well our feeble frame; 

         gladly all our burdens bearing, 

                     still to countless years the same. 

         Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

                     All within me, praise God's name! 

  

       4  Frail as summer's flower we flourish; 

                     blows the wind and it is gone; 

         but, while mortals rise and perish, 

                     God endures unchanging on. 

         Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

                     Praise the high eternal one. 

  

      5  Angels, teach us adoration, 

                     you behold God face to face; 

         sun and moon and all creation, 

                     dwellers all in time and space. 

         Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

                     Praise with us the God of grace! 

  

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture Psalm 46 

 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 

    a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
3 though its waters roar and foam, 

    though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

    God will help it when the morning dawns. 
6 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
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    he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

8 Come, behold the works of the LORD; 

    see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

    he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 

    he burns the shields with fire. 
10 ‘Be still, and know that I am God! 

    I am exalted among the nations, 

    I am exalted in the earth.’ 
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn O God Our Help in Ages Past   VU p.806 

 

     1  O God, our help in ages past, 

         our hope for years to come, 

         our shelter from the stormy blast, 

         and our eternal home: 

  

       2  under the shadow of thy throne 

         thy saints have dwelt secure, 

         sufficient is thine arm alone, 

         and our defence is sure. 

  

       3  Before the hills in order stood, 

         or earth received its frame, 

         from everlasting thou art God, 

         to endless years the same. 

  

       4  A thousand ages in thy sight 

         are like an evening gone, 

         short as the watch that ends the night 

         before the rising sun. 

  

      5  Time like an ever-rolling stream 

         soon bears us all away; 

         we fly forgotten, as a dream 

         dies at the opening day. 
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      6  O God, our help in ages past, 

         our hope for years to come, 

         be thou our guard while troubles last, 

         and our eternal home.  

 

Songs Honouring VE Day 

 

Reflection    

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn Now Thank We All Our God   VU 236 

 

       1  Now thank we all our God,  

with heart, and hands, and voices, 

         who wondrous things has done, 

                     in whom this world rejoices; 

         who from our mother's arms  

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love,  

and still is ours today. 

  

      2  O may this bounteous God 

                     through all our life be near us, 

         with ever joyful hearts 

                     and blessed peace to cheer us, 

         and keep us strong in grace,  

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ill  

in this world and the next. 

  

       3  All praise and thanks to God 

                     for all that has been given, 

         the Son, and Spirit blest 

                     who dwell in highest heaven, 

         the one eternal God,  

whom heaven and earth adore; 

 for thus it was, is now,  

and shall be evermore 

Offering 
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We come today with hearts filled with gratitude for the abundant blessings we have received. 

Our giving is an expression of our deep caring for each other and our desire to further peace and 

justice for all.  

 

Prayers of the People  

 

O God, who delivered Your people from great peril, and by Your might can overthrow the 

powers of evil, we thank You for the strength we have been granted. We lift our hearts in praise 

for this day of peace, and for all the hope it brings of a new and better world. 

May we continue to prosper in those tasks yet unfinished. Make us alert, eager and resolute in 

our dealing with any forces of evil. Save us from any spirit of neglect, sloth or indifference. 

Prepare us for the hardships and sufferings still ahead. Make this moment one of dedication to 

further strenuous efforts, and costly undertakings along the road to lasting victory and peace.  

 

We pray for the uprooting of all causes of war; for the ending or prejudices of race and nation; 

for the confounding of those who delight in war and the strengthening of all peace makers. For 

the triumph of justice in every human relationship; for the liberation of the oppressed and for the 

lasting freedom of all people. For the coming of the time when nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, nor learn war any more. Amen. 

 

 Creator In Heaven 

 

Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your dominion come, your will be done on earth, as in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For yours is eternity, the power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever, Amen. 

   

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH   

 

Bread for the Journey 

Thinking about how the disciples found comfort and courage when Jesus appeared to them (John 

20:19-31), and how music brought hope during wartime, what songs or stories help you find 

peace and strength during difficult times? 

 

Closing Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  VU  651 

 

1  Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but thou art mighty, 

hold me with thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
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feed me till I want no more, 

feed me till I want no more. 

 

2  Open now the crystal fountain, 

whence the healing stream doth flow; 

let the fire and cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 

be thou still my strength and shield, 

be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3  When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death, and hell's destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan's side: 

songs of praises, songs of praises 

I will ever give to thee, 

I will ever give to thee. 

 

 

Commissioning and Benediction 

 

As we leave here today, may we pledge ourselves to serve all humankind in the cause of peace, 

and for the relief of want and suffering, 

May the Spirit guide us; grant us wisdom; grant us courage; give us hope. 

And as we give thanks for the sacrifices of the past, may we also commit ourselves to making a 

better future in this world, now and always. 

Amen.  

     

Choral Response We’ll Meet Again 

 

We'll meet again 

Don't know where 

Don't know when 

But I know we'll meet again  

some sunny day 

 

Keep smiling through 

Just like you always do 

'Til the blue skies drive  

the dark clouds far away 

 

So will you please say hello 
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to the folks that I know 

Tell them I won't be long 

They'll be happy to know 

that as you saw me go 

I was singing this song 

 

We'll meet again 

Don't know where 

Don't know when 

But I know we'll meet  

again some sunny day 

 

So will you please say hello 

to the folks that I know 

Tell them I won't be long 

They'll be happy to know 

that as you saw me go 

I was singing this song 

 

We'll meet again 

Don't know where 

Don't know when 

But I know we'll meet again  

some sunny day 

But I know we'll meet again  

some sunny day 

 

Postlude   

  

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 


