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WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Prelude
Welcome

Lighting the Christ Candle
Long ago, before there was a world, before there was anything, before there was day or night,
there was God. And God said, “Let there be light.”

We light this candle to remind us of that gift of light and love.

The candle is lit.

Land Acknowledgement
We begin by acknowledging that we gather on the traditional and unceded territory of the
Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit, and that this
land is home to many diverse Indigenous nations.
As we gather here at Birchcliff Bluffs United Church, we reflect on the responsibility we share in
caring for this land, learning from its history, and working toward reconciliation. May we act
with respect, humility, and a commitment to justice, as we strive to build a future where all
peoples—Indigenous and non-Indigenous—can live together in harmony and respect.
We offer our thanks for this land, its history, and the teachings it offers, and we
commit ourselves to listening, learning, and walking in solidarity with Indigenous
peoples in the pursuit of healing and justice.

Opening Hymn Spirit, Open My Heart MV 79

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving,
Spirit, open my heart.



1 God, replace my stony heart
with a heart that’s kind and tender.
All my coldness and fear
to your grace | now surrender.

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may | love, in receiving and in giving,
Spirit, open my heart.

2 Write your love upon my heart
as my law, my goal, my story.
In each thought, word, and deed,
may my living bring you glory.

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving,
Spirit, open my heart.

3 May | weep with those who weep,
share the joy of sister, brother.
In the welcome of Christ,
may we welcome one another.

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may | love, in receiving and in giving,
Spirit, open my heart.

Call to Worship
Siblings in Christ, as we gather in the welcome of God’s love,
as we gather in the joy of our unity in Christ,
as we gather in the power of the Spirit,
let us listen for the voice of God.
Let us worship God, who has spoken and still speaks to those who attend to the roar
or the whisper of the Holy One.

Passing the Peace

Beloved Church, we are one in Christ!

The peace of Christ, who unites us in love and discipleship, be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us greet each other with signs of this peace.

Opening Prayer
Loving God, we cry aloud this day for your guidance.
You have called us into ministry as we follow the pathways that you set down for us.
Grant us, we pray, strength to believe in your gospel
and courage to trust in your Word.



We pray that the ministry of this pastoral charge will be strengthened
and nurtured by your life-giving Spirit.
All glory and honour are yours, God most compassionate. Amen

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Scripture Jeremiah 6:16(a)

16 This is what the Lord says:

“Stand at the crossroads and look;
ask for the ancient paths,

ask where the good way is, and walk in it,
and you will find rest for your souls.

Matthew 7:24-27

24 “Everyone, then, who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who
built his house on rock. 2° The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall because it had been founded on rock. 26 And everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. ?’
The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—
and great was its fall!”

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn I Have Called You by Your Name (v. 1 & 2) MV 161

1 1 have called you by your name, you are mine;
| have gifted you and ask you now to shine.
I will not abandon you;
all my promises are true.
You are gifted, called, and chosen;
you are mine.

2 | will help you learn my name as you go;
read it written in my people, help them grow.
Pour the water in my name,

speak the word your soul can claim,
offer Jesus’ body given long ago.

Sermon Rev. Alana Martin

Hymn I Have Called You by Your Name (v. 3 & 4) MV 161

3 I know you will need my touch as you go;



feel it pulsing in creation’s ebb and flow.
Like the woman reaching out,
choosing faith in spite of doubt,
hold the hem of Jesus’ robe,
then let it go.

4 | have given you a name, it is mine;
| have given you my Spirit as a sign.
With my wonder in your soul,
make my wounded children whole;
go and tell my precious people
they are mine.

THE ACT OF COVENANT

Statement of this New Ministry

Regional Council Liaison

We are here to join into a covenantal relationship with God and between Katelyn Vardy,
Birchcliff Bluffs United Church, and the wider United Church as represented by Shining Waters
Regional Council. Although God’s covenant with us never changes, our covenants with one
another evolve as we seek ways to faithfully deepen our commitment to Jesus and live into our
call to embody God’s love in the world.

We come together to mark this new relationship within our regional council for the sake of

our shared ministry. Katie, you have undertaken the ministry of word, sacrament, pastoral care,
and community outreach ministry in this place. You, the members of this community of faith, are
called to join Katie in worship, study, prayer, and action. We, Shining Waters Regional Council,
will be responsible for supporting this ministry.

Let us pray for God’s grace as we covenant together:

Prayer of Faith

Uniting God,

you call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship:
to celebrate your presence,
to live with respect in creation,
to be your servants in the service of others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table,

to proclaim Jesus crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.

As one, we proclaim:

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
you are with us,

we are not alone,

all glory and power be unto you.
Amen.



Hymn Grateful MV 182

Grateful for the life you gave us,
thankful for your Holy Son,
joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love.
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven,
thankful for your Holy Word,
joyful in your mercy flowing, we will praise you.

1 You are more than we imagine, Ancient, Holy, Living God.
Even when we doubt your presence you are faithful to your Word.

Grateful for the life you gave us,
thankful for your Holy Son,
joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love.
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven,
thankful for your Holy Word,
joyful in your mercy flowing, we will praise you.

2 May our lives proclaim your justice, may our voices sing your praise.
May our hands work in your service to the glory of your name.

Grateful for the life you gave us,
thankful for your Holy Son,
joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love.
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven,
thankful for your Holy Word,
joyful in your mercy flowing, we will praise you.

Promises of the New Minister

Regional Council Liaison

Let us make a covenant together with God and with one another as we begin this journey of
learning together. A covenant is a promise we make with God and with one another, a promise to
live God’s way. Let us now make a covenant with God and with one another.

Congregation

In the presence of God and one another, we give thanks for the example and lasting
love of Jesus Christ, who shows us how to live God’s way.

Regional Council Liaison



The church recognizes the different paths that lead to ministry and celebrates the particular
ministry of each person. There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives
them.

Regional Council Liaison

God has called Katie to learn and serve at Birchcliff Bluffs United Church, and she has accepted
this call. Katie, are you willing to share your God-given gifts for ministry as you work and
worship with this faith community, and are you willing to serve as the Spirit enables you?

Student Minister
I will, God being my helper.

Regional Council Liaison

God has called you to be Katie’s supervisor. Will you share with her your knowledge and
passion for ministry and your love of God, supporting her throughout the experience in our faith
community?

Supervisor
I will, God being my helper.

Regional Council Liaison

Members of the Community of Faith Connection, Doug, Linda, and Jessie, you have accepted
God’s call to fulfill the role as lay leaders in the Supervised Ministry Education Experience. Are
you willing to receive Katie’s gifts of ministry, offer wise counsel as Katie grows in her role, and
support Katie in her relationship with this community of faith?

CFC Team
We will, God being our helper.

Chair of Church Board

Members of the congregation, you have heard the promises of Katie Vardy, Rev. Stephen Milton,
and the Community of Faith Connection members, who have answered God’s call to service. Let
us pledge to them our support.

Congregation
We promise to support you with love as we all try to live God’s way.

Regional Council Liaison
Let us affirm our faith our together...

Affirmation of Faith — A New Creed
We are not alone

we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:



who has created and is creating
who has come in Jesus the word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

CFC Member

Let us pray...
Loving God, we have made a covenant with you and with one another. We are
grateful for this opportunity to learn and grow in faith and understanding of your
ministry in the world. Help us to encourage the gifts of all those involved in this
covenant relationship. We pray in the name of the One who shows us the way.
Amen.

Presentations of Symbols
Bible
- We present you with this Bible as a symbol of your calling to share God’s Word. May it
guide, strengthen, and inspire you as you lead and serve in God’s name.

Bread and Wine
- We present this bread and wine as symbols of Christ’s Last Supper and the sacredness
that is contained within this feast. May they inspire you to lead with love and serve with
grace.

Hymn Book
- We present this hymn book as a symbol of our community's vibrant ministry of music.
May it inspire us to live out our faith through song and unite our voices in praise and
worship.

Rainbow Candle
- On behalf of Rainbow Community Places, we present this rainbow candle as a symbol of
our shared commitment to inclusivity and justice. May its light remind us all of God’s
love for every person and our call to support Rainbow Community Places.



Basket of Non-Perishable Food
- On behalf of Bluffs Food Bank, we present this basket of non-perishable food as a
symbol of our partnership with Bluffs Food Bank and our shared commitment to ending
hunger in our community. May it remind us all of Christ’s call to care for and feed those
in need.

Map of Scarborough
- On behalf of the Scarborough Church Cluster, we present this map of Scarborough as a
symbol of our connection to the community, and so that you do not get lost while
traveling through Scarborough. May it guide and inspire our shared commitment to
working with neighboring United Churches in faith and service.

Regional Council Liaison
Katie Vardy and Birchcliff Bluffs United Church, let all these be signs of the ministry that is and
that will be in this community.

Amen.

Response to Covenant
Regional Council Liaison
Let us rejoice in the covenant we have made.

Hymn of Celebration Make a Joyful Noise (Psalm 100) VU p.820

Make a joyful noise all the earth!

Worship your God with gladness.
Make a joyful noise all the earth.
Come to this place with a song!

1 Know that your God has made you.
Know it's to God we belong.
And come to this place with joyfulness and praise.
Worship your God with a song!

Make a joyful noise all the earth!

Worship your God with gladness.
Make a joyful noise all the earth.
Come to this place with a song!

2 Enter these gates, thanks giving.
Enter these courts with praise.
Sing thanks to your God and bless the holy Name.
Worship your God with a song!



Make a joyful noise all the earth!

Worship your God with gladness.
Make a joyful noise all the earth.
Come to this place with a song!

3 Ages through endless ages,
seasons of endless years,
the love of our Maker ever shall endure.
Worship your God with a song!

Make a joyful noise all the earth!

Worship your God with gladness.
Make a joyful noise all the earth.
Come to this place with a song!

Offering and Dedication

Generous God,

you have given us so much—our lives, our resources, and your unfailing love.

Bless what we give today, that it may bring hope to the hopeless and healing to the hurting.
We offer these gifts with grateful hearts, trusting in your abundance.
We dedicate our gifts and lives to your service with joy and thanksgiving. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Let us join our hearts in prayer, trusting in the steadfast love of God who calls us into covenant
with one another and the world. Let us pray, concluding each petition with: Uniting God, receive
our prayers; and your response: And in your love, answer.

We pray all these things in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, and we sing:
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy Kindom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kindom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH
Closing Hymn You Shall Go Out with Joy VU p.884

You shall go out with joy
and be led forth with peace;



the mountains and the hills
will break forth before you,
There’ll be shouts of joy,
and all the trees of the field
will clap, clap, clap their hands.

And all the trees of the field will clap their hands,
the trees of the field will clap their hands,
the trees of the fields will clap their hands
while you go out with joy.

You shall go out with joy
and be led forth with peace;
the mountains and the hills
will break forth before you,

There’ll be shouts of joy,
and all the trees of the field

will clap, clap, clap their hands.

And all the trees of the field will clap their hands,
the trees of the field will clap their hands,
the trees of the fields will clap their hands
while you go out with joy.

Expression of Gratitude

Commissioning and Benediction
Beloved in Christ, as we covenant together in faith,
let us go forth to live out the promises we have made.
Go to serve God with joy, to love one another with compassion,
and to work for peace and justice in the world.
We go as a community called by God, united in Christ,
and empowered by the Spirit, to share God’s love with the world.
We will walk together in faith and love, trusting in the God who leads us
and empowers us for the journey ahead.

May the God of covenant faithfulness go with you, surrounding you with steadfast love.
May Christ, who calls us into community, fill your hearts with peace and purpose.

May the Holy Spirit inspire and sustain you, giving you courage for the journey

and hope for the days to come. Go now in peace to love and serve.

Amen.

Choral Response Go Now In Peace



Postlude

Go now in peace, never be afraid
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true,
Know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love and show you believe
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there, watching from above
Go now in peace, in faith and in love.
Amen, amen, amen!

* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.
All rights reserved.
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