
1 
 

  

  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Shirley Scott 

  

November 30th, 2025 

1st Sunday of Advent - Hope  

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Lighting the Rainbow Candle 

As we light the Rainbow Candle, we remember that God’s love is wide and welcoming. May this 

small flame shine with courage and compassion, a reminder that all belong, all are cherished, and 

all are held in the heart of God. Candle is lit. 

  

Land Acknowledgement 

As we enter this season of Advent—a time of waiting, listening, and preparing—we 

acknowledge that we do so on the sacred lands of the Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Wendat, 

Chippewa, and the Mississaugas of the Credit. This land has been a place of story and spirit long 

before our candles were lit or our hymns were sung. Creator has been present here through the 

teachings, ceremonies, and care of Indigenous peoples whose stewardship continues to this day.  

As we journey through Advent, may we commit ourselves to the ongoing work of 

reconciliation—honouring the land, respecting its First Peoples, and walking a path 

of right relations. 

 

Opening Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (1, 2, 4, 5, 7)   VU 1 

 

1  O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lowly exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

2  O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

who orders all things mightily; 
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to us the path of knowledge show, 

and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  

4  O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem, 

from every foe deliver them 

that trust your mighty power to save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  

5  O come, O Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  

7  O come, Desire of nations, bind 

all peoples in one heart and mind; 

O bid our sad divisions cease, 

and be for us the Prince of Peace.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  

Lighting our Advent Candles 

This is the season of awakening—when shadows give way to dawn, and weary hearts remember 

how to hope again. 

We light a candle of hope, not because everything is alright, but because we trust 

that it will not always be this way. 

In a world that too often feels unsteady and uncertain, we keep awake for signs of your nearness, 

O God. Like the first glimmer of sunrise, your promise breaks through the dark. 

God of dawn and promise, kindle your light within us. Awaken us to your presence 

among us. Make us people of courage and compassion, bearers of hope for a world 

still waiting. 

The night is far gone, the day is near. Christ’s light is coming—and even now, it shines. 

Come, Light of Hope. Amen. (The first candle on the Advent wreath is lit.) 

 

Sung Response:  A Candle Is Burning  (v. 1)   VU 6 

 

A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright, 

a candle of hope in December's dark night. 
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While angels sing blessings from heaven's starry sky, 

our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

 

Passing the Peace 

Advent begins with a wake-up call: “Keep awake, for you do not know the day or the hour.” It’s 

not a warning born of fear, but an invitation born of love—to stay awake to one another, 

to notice beauty, to choose compassion, to see God stirring even now in human faces. So as we 

share the peace of Christ, may it be not just a greeting, but a practice of wakefulness.  

The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you. 

 

Life and Work 

 

Opening Prayer 

Let us pray: 

Holy One, 

in this tender threshold of Advent, 

you call us to awaken—to see what is real and what is possible. 

We confess how easily we fall asleep to your presence: 

lulled by routine, distracted by noise, tempted to numbness in a weary world. 

Rouse us, God of new beginnings. 

Let your dawn break upon our hearts, that we might rise with courage, 

walk clothed in light, and become signs of hope for those still waiting in darkness. 

Through Christ, our Coming Light. Amen. 

 

Hymn Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  VU 2 

 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free: 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 

 

2 Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

 

3 Born thy people to deliver; 

born a child and yet a king; 

born to reign in us for ever; 

now thy gracious kin-dom bring. 

 

4 By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 
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by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture        Isaiah 2:1-5 
1 This is what Isaiah ben-Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 2 In the last days, the 

mountain of YHWH’s Temple will be established as the most important mountain and raised 

above all other hills – all nations will stream toward it. 3 Many people will come and say: “Come, 

let us climb YHWH’s mountain to the Temple of the God of Jacob, that we may be instructed in 

God’s ways and walk in God’s paths.” Instruction will be given from Zion and the word of 

YHWH from Jerusalem. 4 God will judge between the nations and render decisions for many 

countries. They will beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; one 

nation will not raise the sword against another, and never again will they train for war. 5 O house 

of Leah and Rachel and Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of YHWH! 

 

Matthew 24:36-44 
36 “No one knows that day and that hour – not the angels of heaven, nor even the Only Begotten 

– only Abba God. 37 The coming of the Promised One will be just like Noah’s time. 38 In the 

days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, having relationships and getting married, 

right up to the day Noah entered the ark. 39 They were totally unconcerned until the flood came 

and destroyed them. So it will be at the coming of the Promised One. 40 Two people will be out 

in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two people will be grinding meal; one will 

be taken and one will be left. 42 Therefore be vigilant! For you don’t know the day your Saviour 

is coming. 43 Be sure of this: if the owner of the house had known when the thief was coming, 

the owner would have kept a watchful eye and not allowed the house to be broken into. 44 You 

must be prepared in the same way. The Promised One is coming at the time you least expect. 

 
The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies   VU 336 

 

1 Christ whose glory fills the skies, 

Christ the true, the only light, 

sun of righteousness, arise, 

triumph o'er the shades of night. 

Dayspring from on high, be near; 

daystar, in my heart appear. 

 

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 

unaccompanied by thee; 

joyless is the day's return, 
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till thy mercy's beams I see, 

till they inward light impart, 

glad my eyes and warm my heart. 

 

3 Visit then this soul of mine, 

pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

fill me, radiancy divine, 

scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display, 

shining to the perfect day. 

 

Sermon         Hope Enough to Walk Toward the Dawn 

 

Hymn       Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming   VU 8 

 

1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming  

from tender stem hath sprung, 

of Jesse's lineage coming,  

as seers of old have sung. 

It came a blossom bright, 

amid the cold of winter,  

when half spent was the night. 

  

2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it,  

the Rose I have in mind, 

with Mary we behold it,  

the virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright 

she bore for us a Saviour  

when half spent was the night 

 

3 This Flower, whose fragrance tender 

With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor 

The darkness everywhere. 

True man, yet very God, 

From sin and death He saves us 

And lightens every load 

      

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

   

Offering 
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Advent is the season of holy expectation—a time to prepare room, to make ready, to offer what 

we can. Our gifts—whether coins, cans, kindness, or courage—become the work of awakening 

love in our world. Let us give, not out of obligation, but as those who have glimpsed the coming 

dawn and long to share its light. 

As we bless the offerings given to the church, let us sing: 

 

Offering Hymn          Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow   VU 541 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low; 

give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

Friends in faith, this is the table of awakening—where the night gives way to dawn, and hope 

takes shape in bread and cup. Here, there is no rush. Here, there is room for doubt and desire 

alike. Here, Christ meets us not in perfection, but in presence. 

 

So come—you who wait and you who wonder, you who carry joy and you who carry sorrow, 

you who long for the world to be made new. Come, for all is ready, and all are welcome. 

 

The Holy One be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the God who comes. 

Let us give thanks to the God of hope. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

In the beginning, O God, you spoke light into the waiting dark, and creation stirred awake. 

You made a world radiant with promise—and though we have clouded it with fear and greed, 

still you send prophets to remind us: the dawn is near, love is near, you are near. 

And so, with angels and ancestors, with seekers and dreamers of every generation, we lift our 

voices in hopeful praise: 

Holy, holy, holy One, 

God of power and light, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in your name. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

On the night before he died, Jesus gathered with friends who were weary from waiting— 

and yet he offered them hope. He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said, “This is my body—



7 
 

given for you. Whenever you eat it, remember me.” Then he took the cup, poured out and shared, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my love. Whenever you drink it, remember me.” 

 

So we remember—how he came among us as light in our darkness, as calm in our chaos, as love 

that will not let us go. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Holy God, as we share this meal, we offer not just bread and wine, but our very lives—our time, 

our tenderness, our courage, our care. Make us gifts to one another, so that hope may be born 

anew in us, and through us, for the sake of the world you so love. 

 

Let us pray: 

Come, Spirit of Advent, come into this bread and this cup. Come into this community and into 

our hearts. As these ordinary gifts are blessed and broken, may we, too, be transformed—

awakened to your presence, filled with your peace, strengthened to walk in your light. Make us 

ready, O God, for the coming of Christ— not just in memory or promise, but in every act of love 

we dare to live. Amen. 

 

As we share this meal, we remember: those who wait in hospital rooms and refugee camps, those 

who keep watch in loneliness or fear, those who hunger for justice, and those who serve quietly, 

faithfully, every day. May they know that they do not wait alone. May Christ’s light reach them 

through our prayers, our generosity, our lives. For in this mystery, we are one body— gathered 

across time, across space, across every boundary the world has drawn. 

In Christ, we are one. 

In love, we are whole. 

In hope, we are home. 

 

Come, beloved of God, the table is prepared. Bread is broken in love; the cup is poured in grace. 

Whether your faith is strong or fragile, whether you come with certainty or questions, whether 

you come from near or far—here you are welcomed. Here you belong. Taste and see that God is 

good. 

 

SHARING THE MEAL 

(Please come forward through the middle aisle to receive the elements. Once you receive the 

elements, do not eat them yet! Please return to your seat through the outer aisles of the 

sanctuary. Once everyone has been served, we will share the feast together. During the singing 

of our closing hymn, we will collect the cups.) 

 

The body of Christ,  

the bread of life. 

(eat the bread) 
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The New Covenant,  

the cup of blessing. 

(drink the juice) 

 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray: 

God of promise and presence, 

you have fed us with grace, 

strengthened us with hope, 

and renewed us for the journey ahead. 

As we leave this table, 

keep us awake to your light, 

open to your coming, 

and ready to live as people of Advent— 

expectant, generous, alive with your love. 

In the name of Christ, our Coming Light. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn                                        Grateful      MV 182 

Grateful for the life you give us, thankful for your Holy Son, 

joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love. 

Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, thankful for your Holy Word, 

joyful in your mercy flowing, we will praise you. 

 

Prayers of the People   

God of all seasons, 

we come to you in the early light of Advent, 

where hope flickers like a candle against the night. 

 

For the weary and the watchful, 

for those who long for peace but live amid war, 

for those who ache for justice yet dwell in waiting— 

shine your light upon them, O God. 

 

For those who keep vigil beside hospital beds, 

for those who grieve an empty chair, 

for those who hunger for bread or for belonging— 

be near, be gentle, be our dawn. 
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For the leaders of nations and communities, 

for all entrusted with power— 

wake them to mercy, to courage, to truth. 

 

For your church, scattered yet united in yearning, 

teach us to be lanterns of your love, 

to embody the hope we proclaim, 

to stay awake to the holy within and among us. 

 

And for each of us gathered here— 

in our waiting, in our wondering, in our weariness— 

breathe into us again the promise of your coming, 

that we might rise to greet you with joy. 

 

Through the One who comes and keeps on coming, 

Jesus, our Christ, who taught us to pray, saying: 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kin-dom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kin-dom, 

the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

    

 

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn O Come Divine Messiah 

 

1  O come, Divine Messiah; 

 The world in silence waits the day 

 When hope shall sing its triumph 

 And sadness flee away. 

 

 Dear Savior, haste! Come, come to earth. 

 Dispel the night and show your face, 

 and bid us hail the dawn of grace. 
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 O come, divine Messiah; 

 the world in silence waits the day 

 when hope shall sing its triumph 

 and sadness flee away. 

2  O come, Desired of nations 

 Whom priest and prophet long foretold, 

 Will break the captive's fetters, 

 Redeem the long-lost fold. 

 

 Dear Savior, haste! Come, come to earth. 

 Dispel the night and show your face, 

 and bid us hail the dawn of grace. 

 O come, divine Messiah; 

 the world in silence waits the day 

 when hope shall sing its triumph 

 and sadness flee away. 

 

3  O come in peace and meekness 

For lowly will your cradle be; 

Though clothed in human weakness 

We shall your Godhead see. 

 

 Dear Savior, haste! Come, come to earth. 

 Dispel the night and show your face, 

 and bid us hail the dawn of grace. 

 O come, divine Messiah; 

 the world in silence waits the day 

 when hope shall sing its triumph 

 and sadness flee away.  

 

Bread for the Journey 

Where might God be inviting you to take one small, hopeful step this week—no matter 

how uncertain the path feels? 

 

Commissioning and Benediction 

The night is far gone; the day is near. 

We go, awake and alive to the light. 

Christ’s hope rises within us like the morning sun. 

We will bear it into the world with courage and care. 
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Stay awake, beloved community—love is breaking through. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Go now, children of dawn. 

Let the light of Christ rouse you from slumber, clothe you with compassion, 

and send you into the world awake to wonder and alive to love. 

And may the blessing of the God who dreams, the Christ who comes, 

and the Spirit who stirs be upon you and all creation, 

now and always. Amen. 

 

 

Choral Response May The God of Hope Go With You  VU 424 

 

May the God of Hope go with us every day, 

filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 

May the God of justice speed us on our way, 

bringing light and hope to every land and race. 

 

Praying, let us work for peace, 

singing, share our joy with all, 

working for a world that's new, 

faithful when we hear Christ's call. 

(repeat) 

 

Postlude   

  

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 

 
 


