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  Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Shirley Scott 

  

February 2nd, 2024 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Long ago, before there was a world, before there was anything, before there was day or night, 

there was God. And God said, “Let there be light.” 

We light this candle to remind us of that gift of light and love.     

The candle is lit. 

  

Land Acknowledgement 

We begin by acknowledging that we gather on the traditional and unceded territory of the 

Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Chippewa, and Mississaugas of the Credit, and that this 

land is home to many diverse Indigenous nations.  

As we gather here at Birchcliff Bluffs United Church, we reflect on the responsibility we share in 

caring for this land, learning from its history, and working toward reconciliation. May we act 

with respect, humility, and a commitment to justice, as we strive to build a future where all 

peoples—Indigenous and non-Indigenous—can live together in harmony and respect.  

We offer our thanks for this land, its history, and the teachings it offers, and we 

commit ourselves to listening, learning, and walking in solidarity with Indigenous 

peoples in the pursuit of healing and justice. 

 

Opening Hymn Let Us Build a House   MV 1 

 

1  Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
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2  Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

3  Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat; 

a banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

4  Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

5  Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Call to Worship 

Come! Hear the call of God: “Speak of me to my people.” 

But we are just ordinary folks. Who will listen? 

“I will give you the words. I will always be with you as you speak my words of truth and justice 

and love.” 

We gather here to worship you, to praise you for your loving presence, and to be 

strengthened for the calling you have given us. 

 

Passing the Peace 

As we greet one another with the words “The peace of Christ be with you,” may we discover the 

presence of God, naming and blessing us with the promise and hope of the Holy Spirit! 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us greet each other with signs of this peace. 

 

 

Life and Work 
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Opening Prayer 

O God, 

in the midst of the cacophony of voices 

that crush our spirit and deny our calling, 

voices that say, “Who do you think you are?” 

we come to hear your voice of affirmation; 

we come to hear your voice 

calling us to be and do 

what you have called us to be and do. 

Let this time of worship quiet our fears, 

soothe our bruised souls, 

and energize us for ministry 

in and with your beloved world. 

Amen. 

 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture Jeremiah 1:4-10 
4 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 6 Then I 

said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7 But 

the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy,’ for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and you shall speak whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to 

deliver you, says the LORD.” 9 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth, and 

the LORD said to me, “Now I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over 

nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build 

and to plant.” 

 

Luke 4:21-30  
21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All 

spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, 

“Is this not Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 

‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we 

have heard you did at Capernaum.’” 24 And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in 

his hometown. 25 But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when 

the heaven was shut up three years and six months and there was a severe famine over all the 

land, 26 yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 There 

were also many with a skin disease in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them 

was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard this, all in the synagogue were 

filled with rage. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on 

which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30 But he passed through the 

midst of them and went on his way. 

 
The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 



4 
 

 

Hymn         Precious Lord, Take My Hand  VU 670 

 

1  Precious Lord, take my hand, 

lead me on, let me stand, 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 

through the storm, through the night, 

lead me on to the light: 

take my hand, precious Lord, 

lead me home. 

 

2  When my way grows drear, 

precious Lord, linger near, 

when my life is almost gone, 

hear my cry, hear my call, 

hold my hand lest I fall: 

take my hand, precious Lord, 

lead me home. 

 

3  When the darkness appears, 

and the night draws near, 

and the day is past and gone, 

at the river I stand, 

guide my feet, hold my hand: 

take my hand, precious Lord, 

lead me home. 

 

Sermon                    Wants vs Needs 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Hymn Every Time I Feel the Spirit  

 

Every time I feel the Spirit 

moving in my heart, I will pray, 

Every time I feel the Spirit 

moving in my heart, I will pray. 

 

1 Upon the mountain when my God spoke, 

out of God’s mouth came fire and smoke. 

I looked around me, it looked so fine, 

I asked my God if all this was mine.  
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Every time I feel the Spirit 

moving in my heart, I will pray, 

Every time I feel the Spirit 

moving in my heart, I will pray. 

 

2 The Jordan River, chilly and cold, 

it chills the body, but not the soul. 

There is but one train upon this track, 

it runs to heaven and runs right back.  

 

Every time I feel the Spirit 

moving in my heart, I will pray, 

Every time I feel the Spirit 

moving in my heart, I will pray. 

(repeat) 

  

Offering 

Creator God,  

as we bless the gifts that we receive, 

we ask that you bless the work of our lives and the love of our hearts this day,  

offered in so many ways.  

We share your desire to create better lives and a better community.  

Let the soul of the world be restored in an ocean of your love. Amen. 

 

Offering Hymn       Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow   VU 541 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low; 

give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

 

     COMMUNION 

The Holy One be with you 

And also with you 

Open your hearts to the One who is Love 

We open our hearts to you, O God 

Let us give thanks to God, who gathers us together 

To the One who welcomes us to the table, we give thanks and praise 

 

God, your invitation to come and feast in your presence is  

but a taste of the love you extend to us every day.  

By your very nature, you are always seeking us out  

– searching for ways to connect us and connect with us.  

You meet us in the most ordinary of places and you make them sacred.  



6 
 

By your grace, we come to recognize the holiness that dwells in the world around us,  

in our neighbors, in our own internal depths. 

 

Therefore we join our voices with your people on earth and all the company of the heavens, 

singing praise to you, 

Holy, Holy, Holy One 

God of justice and love 

Heaven and earth are full of your wonder 

Hosanna, among us. 

 

Blessed are you and blessed is your eternal table.  

You welcome all who thirst for justice and hunger to grow in love.  

You ask us to extend this same welcome to all our neighbors,  

but God, since our beginning, we have struggled. 

 

And so in your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus.  

Through his life, you pointed to your presence on the margins.  

You revealed the sacredness in all life.  

You showed us how to live together, even among forces of destruction. 

 

Believing it could transform the world, Jesus proclaimed the Good News.  

He called for the captives to be set free.  

He spoke of the lowly being lifted up.  

He talked of redistributing wealth and eradicating the causes of poverty.  

His commitment to practicing love knew no bounds – not even the bounds of death. 

 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus shared a meal with his companions. 

He took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples and said: 

“This is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

After the meal, he took the cup, blessed it, and shared it saying: 

“This cup that is poured out is the new covenant.” 

 

We do remember.  

We remember his life of love,  

his friendship, his teaching,  

his dying, and his rising to life again.  

 

In remembrance of all you have done to save us, 

we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ was birthed among us. 

Christ was killed among us. 

Christ rises again among us.  

 

Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God.  
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Make these ordinary elements into the Sacred gift of your presence with us once again.  

May they awaken us anew to your everlasting invitation into a life of resurrection.  

Aliven us in our pursuit of a world where all needs are met,  

power is balanced, and the worth of every creature and creation is celebrated. 

 

In the sharing of these simple elements in community, may we taste and see your goodness, so 

that we might catch a glimpse of what it is to be in communion with you and with one another. 

 

At this time, we also remember all those with whom you would have us share your feast.  

We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain… 

all who are ill or alone… 

all who live with fear, oppression, or hunger… 

all whom the world counts as last and least… 

We pray for your church and its varied ministries… 

for the nations as they strive for peace and justice… 

for the earth, and the fragile web of life we share… 

for our families and friends. 

Bring them into the place of eternal joy and peace.  

 

In collective longing for a taste of your Kindom on earth, 

we join together in echoing the prayer of Jesus: 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 

Thy Kindom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kindom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all glory is yours, God most holy,  

now and forever.  

 

Come, for the feast is now ready. 

 

Sharing the Meal 

(Please come forward through the middle aisle to receive the elements. Once you receive the 

elements, do not eat them yet! Please return to your seat through the outer aisles of the 

sanctuary. Once everyone has been served, we will share the feast together. During the singing 

of our closing hymn, we will collect the cups.) 

 

The body of Christ,  

the bread of life. 

(eat the bread) 
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The lifeblood of Christ,  

the cup of blessing. 

(drink the juice) 

 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

God, by the bread of heaven and the cup of life, you make us one body.  

Bind us together by your spirit that we might live into your hopes for us,  

a community centered in Christ and rich in compassion,  

commitment, courage, and care.  

May it be so. Amen.   

 

Prayers of the People   

Gracious and loving God, you have called us from before we were born, just as you called 

Jeremiah, to be your voice in the world—a voice for justice, truth, and love. Empower us, O 

God, to respond faithfully to your call. 

Creator, give us courage to speak your truth and live your love. 

 

Christ declared in the synagogue that the scripture was fulfilled in him—that the poor would hear 

good news, the captives be set free, and the oppressed find liberty. In a world where poverty, 

war, and injustice persist, we pray for transformation. 

Creator, let your kindom come, and your will be done. 

 

We lift up those suffering from the effects of natural disasters, including floods, wildfires, and 

earthquakes. Strengthen relief workers and comfort those who have lost homes and loved ones. 

May we be moved to care for creation and for one another. 

Creator, renew the face of the earth and heal your people. 

 

God of all nations, we grieve the injustices that divide your people—racism, inequality, and 

prejudice. We especially lift up the LGBTQ2IA+ community in the United States, who continue 

to face discrimination, fear, and legislative challenges. Help us to affirm their dignity and worth, 

and to stand against hate in all its forms. 

Creator, help us to love as you love, without barriers or fear. 

 

We pray for those who feel unworthy or unloved, for those struggling with mental illness, and 

for those burdened by shame or despair. May your Spirit whisper words of comfort and hope to 

their hearts. 

Creator, remind us all that we are your beloved children. 
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As you spoke through Jeremiah, remind us that we are called to build, to plant, and to proclaim 

your word with boldness. When we face rejection, as Jesus did in his hometown, grant us 

perseverance and trust in your purpose. 

Creator, strengthen us to be faithful witnesses of your grace. 

 

We give thanks for your faithfulness, O God, in every generation. As we go forth into the world, 

may we proclaim the good news of your love in word and deed.  

Amen.   

 

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn Lift Every Voice and Sing (v. 1 & 3) 

 

1 Lift ev’ry voice and sing, 

till earth and heaven ring, 

ring with the harmonies of liberty. 

Let our rejoicing rise 

high as the list’ning skies, 

let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

 

Sing a song full of the faith  

that the dark past has taught us. 

Sing a song full of the hope  

that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun 

of our new day begun, 

let us march on till victory is won. 

 

3 God of our weary years, 

God of our silent tears, 

You who have brought us thus far on the way, 

You who have, by Your might 

led us into the light, 

keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

 

Lest our feet stray from the places,  

our God, where we met You; 

lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world,  

we forget You; 

Out from the gloomy past, 

till now we stand at last 

where the bright gleam of our bright star is cast. 

Shadowed beneath thy hand, 
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may we forever stand, 

true to our God, true to our native land. 

 

Bread for the Journey 

What does it mean to live in "the year of the Lord’s favor," and how might this 

perspective influence how you navigate challenges or celebrate joys in your life?  

 

Commissioning and Benediction 

Friends, we have heard the words of Jesus, who proclaimed, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because God has anointed me to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives, 

recovery of sight to the blind, and freedom to the oppressed." 

We, too, are called to carry this message into the world. 

Like Jesus, we may face resistance, doubt, or rejection, but the Spirit of the Lord is upon us. 

We will go with courage, speaking truth, and showing love to all, especially to those 

who are overlooked or marginalized. 

Let us be messengers of hope, bearers of grace, and doers of justice in every place we go. 

With God's Spirit guiding us, we will live as Jesus lived. 

 

Go now in the Spirit of God, 

carry Christ’s love with courage, even in the face of resistance or rejection.  

Be a voice of truth, a presence of compassion, and an agent of justice in the world. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit go with you and sustain you, now and always. 

Amen. 

 

Choral Response Go Now In Peace 

 

Go now in peace, never be afraid 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true, 

Know God will guide you in all you do. 

Go now in love and show you believe 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there, watching from above 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, amen, amen! 

  

 

Postlude   

  

 
* Permission to podcast/stream and reproduce the music and lyrics obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-737645.  

All rights reserved. 


