W

Birchcliff Bluffs United Church
Ministers: All the People — wherever and however they gather
Minister of Word & Sacrament: Katie Vardy
Music Director: Randy Vancourt
Guest Musician: Andy Ballantyne
Reader: Norma Grech

February 23", 2025
Seventh after Epiphany

MUSIC SUNDAY - MARDI GRAS
WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

Prelude Didn’t He Ramble

Welcome
Lighting the Christ Candle

As we journey through troubling times in our world, we light a candle to remind us of the
Light that cannot be extinguished. Wherever illness, hatred, violence or upheaval occurs,
we light this candle to spread the light of peace.

Introit Just a Closer Walk with Thee

1 1 am weak but Thou art strong;
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long
As | walk, let me walk close to Thee.

Just a closer walk with Thee,
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

2 Through this world of toil and snares,
If I falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares?
None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee.

Just a closer walk with Thee,
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,



Daily walking close to Thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

3 When my feeble life is o'er,
Time for me will be no more;
Guide me gently, safely o'er

To Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore.

Just a closer walk with Thee,
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
(repeat)

Land Acknowledgement

We now take a moment to acknowledge the sacred land beside the water on which Birchcliff

Bluffs United Church stands. It has been a site of human activity for many thousands of years.

This land is the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat and Petun First Nations, the Seneca,

and most recently the Mississaugas of the Credit and Scugog, all part of the Williams Treaty.
We are grateful for the opportunity to live and work on this territory and we seek to
be mindful of broken covenants and the need to strive to make right with all our
relations.

Opening Prayer
Come let us sing of a wonderful love
A love that embodies joy, integrity, and compassion
A love that dwells with the helpless and the hopeless
That seeks the lost and brings comfort
A love that lifts us up until we rise above all envy, falsehood and pride
A love that welcomes home the weary wanderer
Come let us sing of a wonderful love. Amen

Hymn His Eye Is On The Sparrow

1 Why should I feel discouraged,
why should the shadows come,
Why should my heart be lonely,
and long for heav’n and home,

When Jesus is my portion?
My constant Friend is He:
His eye is on the sparrow,

and I know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow,

and | know He watches me.



I sing because I’m happy,
I sing because I’'m free,
For His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.

2 “Let not your heart be troubled,”
His tender word I hear,
And resting on His goodness,

I lose my doubts and fears;
Though by the path He leadeth,
but one step | may see;

His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me;

His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.

I sing because I’'m happy,
I sing because I'm free,
For His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.

3 Whenever | am tempted,
whenever clouds arise,
When songs give place to sighing,
when hope within me dies,
| draw the closer to Him,
from care He sets me free;
His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.

I sing because I’m happy,

I sing because I'm free,
For His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.
For His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.

Life and Work of the Church



Scripture Psalm 37

1 Do not fret because of the wicked;
do not be envious of wrongdoers,
2 for they will soon fade like the grass
and wither like the green herb.
3Trust in God and do good;
live in the land and enjoy security.
4 Take delight in God,
and you will receive the desires of your heart.
> Commit your way to God;
trust in him, and he will act.
®Your vindication shine like the light
and the justice of your cause like the noonday.
" Be still before God, and wait patiently;
do not fret over those who prosper in their way,
over those who carry out evil devices.
8 Refrain from anger and forsake wrath.
Do not fret - it leads only to evil.
% For the wicked shall be cut off,
but those who wait for God shall inherit the land.
10Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more;
though you look diligently for their place, they will not be there.
11 But the meek shall inherit the land
and delight themselves in abundant prosperity.

Gospel Luke 6:27-38

27«But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate

you; 2 bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 2° If anyone strikes you on
the cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even
your shirt. 3 Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not
ask for it back again. 3! Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. ** If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive payment, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. % Instead, love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.® Your reward will be great, and you
will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 3 Be
merciful, just as your God is merciful.

37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 3 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap, for the measure you give will be
the measure you get back.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%206%3A27-38&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25174a

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn I’ll Fly Away

1 Some bright morning when this life is over
I'll fly away
To a home on God's celestial shore
I'll fly away

I'll fly away, oh Glory
I'll fly away
When | die, Hallelujah, by and by
I'll fly away

2 When the shadows of this life have gone
I'll fly away
Like a bird from prison bars has flown
I'll fly away

I'll fly away, oh Glory
I'll fly away
When | die, Hallelujah, by and by
I'll fly away

3 Oh, how glad and happy when we meet
I'll fly away
No more cold iron shackles on my feet
I'll fly away

I'll fly away, oh Glory
I'll fly away
When | die, Hallelujah, by and by
I'll fly away

4 Just a few more weary days and then
I'll fly away
To a land where joy shall never end
I'll fly away

I'll fly away, oh Glory
I'll fly away
When | die, Hallelujah, by and by
I'll fly away
(repeat)



Reflection
Hymn Just Over In The Glory Land

1 I’ve a home prepared where the Saints abide,
Just over in the glory land,;
And I long to be by my Saviour’s side,
Just over in the glory land.

Just over in the glory land,
I’1l join the happy angel band,
Just over in the glory land,;
Just over in the glory land,
There with the mighty host I'll stand,
Just over in the glory land.

2 | am on my way to those mansions fair,
Just over in the gloryland,;
There to sing God’s praise, and His glory share,
Just over in the gloryland.

Just over in the glory land,
I’1l join the happy angel band,
Just over in the glory land,;
Just over in the glory land,
There with the mighty host I’ll stand,
Just over in the glory land.

3 What a joyful thought that my Lord I’ll see,
Just over in the glory land,;
And with kindred saved, there forever be,
Just over in the glory land.

Just over in the glory land,
I’1l join the happy angel band,
Just over in the glory land,;
Just over in the glory land,
There with the mighty host I’ll stand,
Just over in the glory land.

Just over in the glory land,
I’11 join the happy angel band,
Just over in the glory land,;
Just over in the glory land,
There with the mighty host I’ll stand,
Just over in the glory land.



Offering

When all are afforded the chance to live and work in justice, we find that we have not lost
anything, but rather we have gained more than we could have imagined. As we head towards the
Lenten season, may the gifts we offer be used to continue the work of peace, justice, and service
in the world. Amen

Prayers of the People
St. Thomas More’s Prayer for Good Humour

Grant me, O Lord, good digestion, and also something to digest.

Grant me a healthy body, and the necessary good humour to maintain it.
Grant me a simple soul that knows to treasure all that is good

and that doesn’t frighten easily at the sight of evil,

but rather finds the means to put things back in their place.

Give me a soul that knows not boredom, grumblings, sighs, and laments,
nor excess of stress, because of that obstructing thing called “I.”

Grant me, O Lord, a sense of good humour.

Allow me the grace to be able to take a joke to discover in life a bit of joy,
and to be able to share it with others. Amen.

Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Your dominion come, your will be done on earth, as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

For yours is eternity, the power, and the glory,

For ever and ever, Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH
Closing Hymn We’ll Understand It Better By and By

1 We are often tossed and driv'n
on the restless sea of time;
Somber skies and howling tempests
oft succeed a bright sunshine;
In that land of perfect day,
when the mists have rolled away,
We will understand it better by and by.

By and by, when the morning comes,
All the saints of God are gathered home,
We will tell the story how we've overcome,
And we’ll understand it better by and by.



2 We are often destitute
of the things that life demands;
Want of food and want of shelter,
thirsty hills and barren lands;
We are trusting in the Lord,
and according to his Word,
We will understand it better by and by.

By and by, when the morning comes,
All the saints of God are gathered home,
We will tell the story how we've overcome,
And we’ll understand it better by and by.

3 Temptations, hidden snares
often take us unaware,

And our hearts are made to bleed
for any thoughtless word or deed,
And we wonder why the test
when we try to do our best,

But we'll understand it better by and by.

By and by, when the morning comes,
All the saints of God are gathered home,
We will tell the story how we've overcome,
And we’ll understand it better by and by.

By and by, when the morning comes,
All the saints of God are gathered home,
We will tell the story how we've overcome,
And we’ll understand it better by and by
And we’ll understand it better by and by.

Benediction & Commissioning

As we leave this harbour of safety

We are thankful for fellowship and family.

Let our time together strengthen us, restore us and inspire us with love.
Let our time here fill us with peace,

So that as we journey onwards

we might pour out love and grace to all we meet. Amen.

Response When The Saints

1 Oh when the saints go marching in,
Oh when the saints go marching in,



Oh how | want to be in that number,
When the saints go marching in.

2 Oh when the sun refused to shine,
Oh when the sun refused to shine,
Oh how I want to be in that number,
When the sun refused to shine.

3 Oh when the trumpet sounds its call,
Oh when the trumpet sounds its call,
Oh how | want to be in that number,

When the trumpet sounds its call.

4 Oh when the saints go marching in,
Oh when the saints go marching in,
Oh how | want to be in that number,

When the saints go marching in

Oh how | want to be in that number,

When the saints go marching in.
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