W

Birchcliff Bluffs United Church
Ministers: All the People — wherever and however they gather
Minister of Word & Sacrament: Rev. Katie Vardy
Music Director: Randy Vancourt

August 30™, 2026
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WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Welcome

Lighting the Christ Candle
Today, we light the Christ candle—a flame of love that no darkness can overcome, a light that
reminds us that hope still lives, even when the world feels heavy. Candle is lit.

Lighting the Rainbow Candle
We also light the rainbow candle—a sign of promise, of diversity, of sacred belonging. A

reminder that every identity, every story, every body is held in the wide embrace of God’s love.
Candle is lit.

Land Acknowledgement
As we gather today, we acknowledge that the land on which many of us worship is the traditional
territory of many Indigenous peoples, including the Wendat, the Anishinaabe, the
Haudenosaunee, and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. Today, it remains home to
many First Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples.
May acknowledging this truth move us beyond words toward relationships rooted in
justice, respect, and reconciliation.

Opening Hymn Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah VU651

1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
pilgrim through this barren land.

I am weak, but thou art mighty,
hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more,
feed me till I want no more.

2 Open now the crystal fountain,



whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield,
be thou still my strength and shield.

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death, and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side:
songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to thee,

I will ever give to thee.

Call to Worship
Come, all who are seeking.
Come, all who are wondering.
Come, all who are carrying questions as well as convictions.
Jesus asks each of us, "Who do you say that I am?"
Not to test us, but to invite us into deeper relationship.
Here, we bring our faith and our doubts.
Here, we bring our certainty and our curiosity.
Here, we discover again the One who calls us beloved.
Come.
Let us worship God.

Passing the Peace
Before Jesus asked the disciples who they believed him to be, he had already walked with them,
taught them, fed them, and welcomed them. Their understanding of Christ grew through
relationship. The same is true for us. As we share Christ's peace today, we remember that we are
companions on this journey of faith.
If you are worshipping with others, I invite you to share a sign of Christ's peace. If you are
worshipping on your own, receive these words as Christ's promise to you: wherever you are on
your journey, you are held in God's love.

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you!

Opening Prayer
Let us pray:
Loving God,
As we gather in worship today, meet us where we are.
Deepen our understanding of your love.
Strengthen our trust in your presence.



Open our hearts to hear Christ's call with fresh ears and willing spirits.

May this time of worship renew us for the work of building communities marked by
compassion, justice, and hope.

We pray in the spirit of Jesus.

Amen.

Hymn Creator God, You Gave Us Life MV 27

1 Creator God you gave us life,
your image formed within our souls,
yet through the mist of time and space,
we search for that which makes us whole.

Through hands that paint majestic skies,
and voices chanting melody,
with words that reach beyond the page,
we comprehend your mystery.

2 In ev’ry flow’r and ev’ry tree,
we see your great diversity,
yet greater still we see your love,
expressed in our humanity.

3 When with our hearts, our hands our minds,
we share our gifts with all the world,
our spirits soar beyond the veil,
to touch the very face of God.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Scripture Matthew 16:13-20

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” ' And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others
Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” '° He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?” !¢ Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” !” And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you but my Father in heaven. '8 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. '°I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 2° Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell
anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.



Hymn I See a New Heaven VU 713

I see a new heaven.
I see a new earth
as the old one will pass away,
where the fountain of life flows
and without price goes
to all people who abide in the land.

1 There, there on the banks of a river bright and free,
yielding her fruit, firm in her root,
the Tree of Life will be.

I see a new heaven.
I see a new earth
as the old one will pass away,
where the fountain of life flows
and without price goes
to all people who abide in the land.

3 There, there where the darkness brings visions from above.
There where the night, bearing new light,
reveals the promise of love.

I see a new heaven.
I see a new earth
as the old one will pass away,
where the fountain of life flows
and without price goes
to all people who abide in the land.

4 There, there where we work with the love of healing hands.
Labour we must, true to our trust
to build a promised new land.

I see a new heaven.
I see a new earth
as the old one will pass away,
where the fountain of life flows
and without price goes
to all people who abide in the land.



Sermon The Question That Changes Everything

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Hymn I Want To Be a Christian In My Heart

Oh I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart
Oh I want to be a Christian in my heart
In my heart, in my heart
Oh I want to be a Christian in my heart

Oh I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart
Oh I want to be more loving in my heart
In my heart, in my heart
Oh I want to be more loving in my heart

Oh I want to be more holy in my, heart in my heart
Oh I want to be more holy in my heart
In my heart, in my heart
Oh I want to be more holy in my heart

Oh I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart
Oh I want to be like Jesus in my heart
In my heart, in my heart
Oh I want to be like Jesus in my heart

Offering
Our faith is shaped not only by what we believe but also by how we live. Each act of generosity
becomes a response to Christ's invitation to participate in God's work of healing the world.
Through our gifts, our congregations become places where people find welcome, care,
friendship, and hope.

As we bless the offerings, let us sing:

Offering Hymn What Can I Do? MV 191
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?

I’ll sing with joy. I'’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.

Prayers of the People



God of wisdom and grace,
Long before we found the words to speak about you, you were already speaking love into our
lives. Long before we recognized your presence, you were already walking beside us.

We give thanks for the many people who have helped shape our faith—family members, friends,
teachers, ministers, mentors, and companions whose kindness and witness have helped us know
something of your love. Continue to guide us as we grow in faith, reminding us that following
Christ is not about having every answer but about learning to love more deeply each day.

We pray for your Church throughout the world.

Help us to be known not simply by the words we speak but by the compassion we show.

May our churches become places where questions are welcomed, differences are respected, and
every person is treated with dignity.

When we are tempted to cling to certainty at the expense of love, lead us back to the heart of the
Gospel.

We pray for our communities.

For neighbours facing financial hardship.

For those searching for meaningful work.

For students, teachers, and school staff preparing for a new academic year.

For parents and caregivers navigating changing routines.

For all who approach this season with excitement, and for those who approach it with anxiety or
uncertainty. Grant courage, patience, and hope.

We pray for those who carry heavy burdens today.

For those living with illness or chronic pain.

For those receiving difficult diagnoses.

For those grieving loved ones.

For those experiencing loneliness, depression, or fear.

For those whose relationships are strained or whose futures feel uncertain.

Surround them with your healing presence and remind them that they are never alone.

We pray for our world.

For places where conflict continues to steal peace.

For communities recovering from natural disasters.

For leaders entrusted with difficult decisions.

For all who work for justice, reconciliation, and the flourishing of creation.

May your Spirit inspire us to become peacemakers in our own communities and faithful stewards
of the world you have entrusted to our care.

In this quiet moment, we lift before you the names and prayers that remain unspoken. Silence

Gracious God,

As we prepare to enter a new season, help us answer Christ's question not only with our words
but with our lives. May people encounter your compassion through our compassion. May they
discover your welcome through our welcome. May they glimpse your hope through the hope we



share. We ask all this as we join our voices in the prayer that Jesus taught to us; Divine Creator,
our Holy Parent, our Mother and...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kin-dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH

Closing Hymn Take Up The Song MYV 213

Take up the song of peace
and go into the world,
Take up the song of peace
in ev’ry moment.
In ev’ry moment of the journey,
we’re laying down our lives,
lay them down, in peace,
lay them down, and take up the song.

Take up the song of hope
and go into the world,
Take up the song of hope
in ev’ry moment.
In ev’ry moment of the journey,
we’re laying down our lives,
lay them down, in hope,
lay them down, and take up the song.

Take up the song of faith
and go into the world,
Take up the song of faith
in ev’ry moment.
In ev’ry moment of the journey,
we’re laying down our lives,
lay them down, in faith,
lay them down, and take up the song.

Take up the song of love
and go into the world,
Take up the song of love
in ev’ry moment.

In ev’ry moment of the journey,
we’re laying down our lives,



lay them down, in love,
lay them down, and take up the song.

Bread for the Journey
Jesus asks, "Who do you say that I am?" If someone could only answer that question by
watching the way you live, what might they say?

Benediction

As you leave this time of worship, carry Christ's question with you: "Who do you say that [ am?"
May your answer be found not only in your words, but in your kindness.

Not only in your beliefs, but in your compassion.

Not only in your worship, but in your daily living.

Go with curious hearts, open hands, and courageous spirits.

And may the love of God, the peace of Christ,
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit guide you today and always.
Amen.

Choral Response Let There be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
Let there be peace on earth
The peace that was meant to be
With God our Creator
Family all are we
Let us walk with each other
In perfect harmony

Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now
With every step I take
Let this be my solemn vow
To take each moment
And live each moment
In peace eternally
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
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